


e e OMB No. 1545-0047 
990 Return of Organization Exempt From Income Tax 

Form Under section 501(c), 527, or 4947(a)(1) of the Internal Revenue Code (except private foundations) 20 1 5 

Department of the Treasury > Do not enter social security numbers on this form as it may be made public. Open to Public 

Internal Revenue Service Information about Form 990 and its instructions is at www.irs.gov/form990. Inspection 

A For the 2016 calendar year, or tax year beginning and ending 

B Check if C Name of organization D Employer identification number 


applicable: 


change | CREATIVE COMMONS CORPORATION 








[ TE. | Doing business as 04-3585301 
magn Number and street (or P.0. box if mail is not delivered to street address) Room/suite | E Telephone number 
Final, | PO BOX 1866 (650) 294-4732 


Amended! MOUNTAIN VIEW, CA 94042 H(a) Is this a group return 
[sk lica- | E Name and address of principal office:MOLLY VAN HOUWELING for subordinates? __ [_]yes LX] No 


| Tax-exempt status: LX | 501(c)(3) L |] 501(c) ( ) (insert no.) |__| 4947(a)(1) or L_] 527 If "No," attach a list. (see instructions) 
J Website: > WWW. CREATIVECOMMONS . ORG Hiel Group exemption number >> 
K Form of organization: X | Corporation |__| Trust | J Association |__| Other > L Year of formation: 2 0 0 2| M State of legal domicile: MA 


Parti Summary 
Briefly describe the organization's mission or most significant activities: DEVELOPS, SUPPORTS, AND STEWARDS 





Š LEGAL AND TECHNICAL INFRASTRUCTURE THAT MAXIMIZES DIGITAL 
£ 2 Check this box J> if the organization discontinued its operations or disposed of more than 25% of its net assets. 
a| 3 Number of voting members of the governing body (Part VI, line 1a) . 3 13 
Š 4 Number of independent voting members of the governing body (Part VI, line 1b) ` Al 12 
8 | 5 Total number of individuals employed in calendar year 2016 (Part V, line2a) ` ` el 11 
ZS 6 Total number of volunteers (estimate if necessary) ` el 65 
g 7a Total unrelated business revenue from Part VIII, column (C), nei? a, 0. 
b Net unrelated business taxable income from Form 990-T, line BA aY, D. 
Current Year 
à Contributions and grants (Part VIII, line 1h) f 12,564,987. 
š Program service revenue (Part VIII, line 2g) O 0. 
ë Investment income (Part VIII, column (A), lines 3, 4, and 7d) 101. 
| i SA ai ii. 
Total revenue - add lines 8 through 11 (must egual Part VIII, column (A), line 12 12 aS 63 DH 767. 
Grants and similar amounts paid (Part IX, column (A), lines 1-3) O 449,628. 
Benefits paid to or for members (Part IX, column (A), line 4) oo. Ol 0. 
9 Salaries, other compensation, employee benefits (Part IX, column (A), lines 5- A0 1,499,533. 
E 16a Professional fundraising fees (Part IX, column (A), line 11e) O 0. 
Q b Total fundraising expenses (Part IX, column (D), line 25) > H SEENEN) 
H | 47 Other expenses (Part IX, column (A), lines 11a-11d, 11f-24e) 1,393,385. 


18 . Add lines 13- i „ii | 2,746,464. , 342,546. 
19 i 9,221,221. 
End of Year 
Total assets (Part X, line 16) 10,820,243. 
Total liabilities (Part X, line 26) l a 283,416. 

10,536,827. 
| Part H | Signature Bloc 


Under penalties of perjury, | declare that | have examined this return, including accompanying schedules and statements, and to the best of my knowledge and belief, it is 
true, correct, and complete. Declaration of preparer (other than officer) is based on all information of which preparer has any knowledge. 





Net Assets or 
Fund Balance: 


Sign k ignature of officer Date 


Here MOLLY VAN HOUWELING, CHAIRMAN 
> ype or print name and title 


Print/Type preparer's name Preparer's signature et 
Paid AGA E. KISRIEV oem ag P i 








Preparer | Firm's name HOOD & STRONG LLP Firm's EIN 94-1254756 
SAN FRANCISCO, CA 94111 Phoneno.415.781.0793 
May the IRS discuss this return with the preparer shown above? (see instructions) Ü (JJ IKI ves |_| No 





632001 11-11-16 LHA For Paperwork Reduction Act Notice, see the separate instructions. Form 990 (2016) 


SEE SCHEDULE O FOR ORGANIZATION MISSION STATEMENT CONTINUATION 


Fom 8868 Application for Automatic Extension of Time To File a 


Rev. January 2017) i i 

( y Exempt Organization Return GMBA ween 
Daihen fe kass p File a separate application for each return. 

Internal Revenue Service P> Information about Form 8868 and its instructions is at www.irs.gov/form8868 . 





Electronic filing (e-file) You can electronically file Form 8868 to request a 6-month automatic extension of time to file any of the 
forms listed below with the exception of Form 8870, Information Return for Transfers Associated With Certain Personal Benefit 
Contracts, for which an extension request must be sent to the IRS in paper format (see instructions). For more details on the electronic 
filing of this form, visit www.irs.gov/efile, click on Charities & Non-Profits, and click on e-file for Charities and Non-Profits. 


Automatic 6-Month Extension of Time. Only submit original (no copies needed). 


All corporations required to file an income tax return other than Form 990-T (including 1120-C filers), partnerships, REMICs, and trusts 
must use Form 7004 to request an extension of time to file income tax returns. 


Enter filer’s identifying number 





Type or Name of exempt organization or other filer, see instructions. Employer identification number (EIN) or 
print 
SS CREATIVE COMMONS CORPORATION 04-3585301 
ile by t 
dee date for Number, street, and room or suite no. If a P.O. box, see instructions. Social security number (SSN) 
tina yor | PO BOX 1866 
return. e 


instructions. | City, town or post office, state, and ZIP code. For a foreign address, see instructions. 
MOUNTAIN VIEW, CA 94042 


Enter the Return Code for the return that this application is for (file a separate application for each return) 


Is For Code Į Is For Code 
Form 990 or Form 990-EZ 07 
Form 990-BL 08 
Form 4720 (individual 09 
Form 990-PF | 04 | 10 
Form 990-T (sec. 401(a) or 408(a) trust 11 


Form 990-T (trust other than above oœ | Form 8870 12 
DIANE PETERSON 


@ The books are in the care of > PO BOX 1866 - MOUNTAIN VIEW, CA 94042 


Telephone No. j> (650) 294-4732 Fax No. > 
@ If the organization does not have an office or place of business in the United States, check this box ss > ms 
@ If this is for a Group Return, enter the organization's four digit Group Exemption Number (GEN) . If this is for the whole group, check this 
box k] . If it is for part of the group, check this box Ia and attach a list with the names and EINs of all members the extension is for. 
1 | request an automatic 6-month extension of time until NOVEMBER 15 , 2017 , to file the exempt organization return 


for the organization named above. The extension is for the organization's return for: 


p> LX] calendar year 2016 or 
Kl Jee year beginning , and ending 


2 Ifthe tax year entered in line 1 is for less than 12 months, check reason: CJ Initial return LJ Final return 


Change in accounting period 


3a Ifthis application is for Forms 990-BL, 990-PF, 990-T, 4720, or 6069, enter the tentative tax, less any m 
nonrefundable credits. See instructions. $ 0. 

b If this application is for Forms 990-PF, 990-T, 4720, or 6069, enter any refundable credits and F" 
estimated tax payments made. Include any prior year overpayment allowed as a credit. $ 0. 

c Balance due. Subtract line 3b from line 3a. Include your payment with this form, if required, m 
by using EFTPS (Electronic Federal Tax Payment System). See instructions. 3c | $ 0. 
Caution: If you are going to make an electronic funds withdrawal (direct debit) with this Form 8868, see Form 8453-EO and Form 8879-EO for payment 

instructions. 

LHA For Privacy Act and Paperwork Reduction Act Notice, see instructions. Form 8868 (Rev. 1-2017) 
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17380502 759146 18410 2016.03040 CREATIVE COMMONS CORPORATIO 184101 


Form 990 (2016 CREATIVE COMMONS CORPORATION 04-3585301 page2 
[Part I | Statement of Program Service Accomplishments 


Check if Schedule O contains a response or note to any line in this bart [X | 
1 Briefly describe the organization’s mission: 


CREATIVE COMMONS DEVELOPS, SUPPORTS, AND STEWARDS LEGAL AND TECHNICAL 
INFRASTRUCTURE THAT MAXIMIZES DIGITAL CREATIVITY, SHARING, AND 





INNOVATION. 

2 ` Did the organization undertake any significant program services during the year which were not listed on the 
prior Form 990 or 990-EZ? ` WEEN onon [C lyes [X] No 
If "Yes," describe these new services on Schedule O. 

3 Did the organization cease conducting, or make significant changes in how it conducts, any program services? = U... C lyes Ka No 


H "Yes," describe these changes on Schedule O. 
4 Describe the organization's program service accomplishments for each of its three largest program services, as measured by expenses. 
Section 501(c)(3) and 501(c)(4) organizations are required to report the amount of grants and allocations to others, the total expenses, and 


revenue, if any, for each program service reported. 
4a (Code: ) (Expenses $ 2 , 608 , 085. including grants of $ 449 , 28. ) (Revenue $ 0. ) 


HEWLETT INTERNATIONAL GRANT - TO DEVELOP A NETWORK OF VOLUNTEERS AROUND 
THE PLANET TO SUPPORT OPEN RESOURCES ON THE INTERNET. 


GATES OPEN GRANT - TO PROVIDE SERVICES TO EDUCATION INSTITUTES TO 
ENCOURAGE ACCESS TO ONLINE RESOURCES. 


HEWLETT INSTITUTE FOR OPEN LEADERSHIP - TO HOLD INTERNATIONAL SEMINARS 
TO TRAIN INDIVIDUALS WHO CAN THEN PROMOTE THE ACCESS TO EDUCATIONAL AND 
OTHER RESOURCES ON LINE. 


4b (Code: ) (Expenses $ including grants of $ ) (Revenue $ ) 


4c (code: ) (Expenses $ including grants of $ ) (Revenue $ ) 


4d Other program services (Describe in Schedule O.) 
Expenses $ including grants of $ Revenue $ 
4e Total program service expenses 2, BER 
Form 990 (2016) 
632002 11-11-16 
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12581027 759146 18410 2016.04030 CREATIVE COMMONS CORPORATIO 184101 


Form 990 (2016 CREATIVE COMMONS CORPORATION 04-3585301 page3 
| Part IV | Checklist of Required Schedules 


10 


11 


18 


19 


Is the organization described in section 501(c)(3) or 4947(a)(1) (other than a private foundation)? 
If "Yes," complete Schedule A 


Did the organization engage in direct or indirect political campaign activities on behalf of or in opposition to candidates for 
public office? If "Yes," complete Schedule C, Part | 


Section 501(c)(3) organizations. Did the organization engage in lobbying activities, or have a section 501(h) election in effect 


during the tax year? If "Yes," complete Schedule C, Pita 
Is the organization a section 501(c)(4), 501(c)(5), or 501(c)(6) organization that receives membership dues, assessments, or 
similar amounts as defined in Revenue Procedure 98-19? If "Yes," complete Schedule C, Patli = Cñ y L 
Did the organization maintain any donor advised funds or any similar funds or accounts for which donors have the right to 
provide advice on the distribution or investment of amounts in such funds or accounts? If "Yes," complete Schedule D Part | 
Did the organization receive or hold a conservation easement, including easements to preserve open space, 

the environment, historic land areas, or historic structures? If "Yes," complete Schedule D Part] == 
Did the organization maintain collections of works of art, historical treasures, or other similar assets? /f "Yes," complete 
Schedule D, Part III Sededeceevecescereeenscdecedscecesesesabedecessbedeesbessesossessnesdesededinesusssatedescsesesessereobsstesesresdesedecetesesesebesecedcsssoceeeesnsosesons 
Did the organization report an amount in Part X, line 21, for escrow or custodial account liability, serve as a custodian for 
amounts not listed in Part X; or provide credit counseling, debt management, credit repair, or debt negotiation services? 

I Ge EES eegener SANS IE SDRC USUI aa 
Did the organization, directly or through a related organization, hold assets in temporarily restricted endowments, permanent 
endowments, or quasi-endowments? If "Yes," complete Schedule D, Part V I 
If the organization's answer to any of the following questions is "Yes," then complete Schedule D, Parts vi, Vil, VIII, IX, or x 
as applicable. 

Did the organization report an amount for land, buildings, and equipment in Part X, line 10? /f "Yes," complete Schedule D, 
Part VI 

Did the organization report an amount for investments - other securities in Part X, line 12 that is 5% or more of its total 
assets reported in Part X, line 16? If "Yes," complete Schedule D, Part VII 
Did the organization report an amount for investments - program related in Part X, line 13 that is 5% or more of its total 
assets reported in Part X, line 16? /f "Yes," complete Schedule D Part VIII ee 
Did the organization report an amount for other assets in Part X, line 15 that is 5% or more of its total assets reported in 

Part X, line 16? If "Yes," complete Schedule D Part IX 


Did the organization's separate or consolidated financial statements for the tax year include a footnote that addresses 
the organization's liability for uncertain tax positions under FIN 48 (ASC 740)? If "Yes," complete Schedule D Part X 
Did the organization obtain separate, independent audited financial statements for the tax year? /f "Yes," complete 
Schedule D, Parts XI and A a ee ee III Wakae 
Was the organization included in consolidated, independent audited financial statements for the tax year? 

If "Yes," and if the organization answered "No" to line 12a, then completing Schedule D, Parts XI and XII is optional 
Is the organization a school described in section 170(b)(1)(A)(ii)? If "Yes," complete Schedule E 
Did the organization maintain an office, employees, or agents outside of the United States? ss š 
Did the organization have aggregate revenues or expenses of more than $10,000 from grantmaking, fundraising, business, 
investment, and program service activities outside the United States, or aggregate foreign investments valued at $100,000 
or more? If "Yes," complete Schedule F, Parts | and IV 
Did the organization report on Part IX, column (A), line 3, more than $5,000 of grants or other assistance to or for any 

foreign organization? If "Yes," complete Schedule F, PartsIlandV a. 
Did the organization report on Part IX, column (A), line 3, more than $5,000 of aggregate grants or other assistance to 

or for foreign individuals? If "Yes," complete Schedule F, Parts III and IV 
Did the organization report a total of more than $15,000 of expenses for professional fundraising services on Part IX, 

column (A), lines 6 and 11e? If "Yes," complete Schedule G, Pa! ` a 
Did the organization report more than $15,000 total of fundraising event gross income o and contributions o on n Part vili, lines 

1c and 8a? If "Yes," complete Schedule G, Pal a eee eee eee eeeeeeeeenesteeeteeseeseeseeeiseneeseneseeieeieeeeeees 
Did the organization report more than $15,000 of gross income from gaming activities on Part VIII, line 9a? /f "Yes," 

complete Schedule G, Part Ill 


632003 11-11-16 
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Ss kb 
pa x | |x |> 


> 


a (bé |> 


T 
x |x |” 


el |x 


Form 990 (2016) 


2016.04030 CREATIVE COMMONS CORPORATIO 184101 


Form 990 (2016 CREATIVE COMMONS CORPORATION 04-3585301 paged 
| Part IV | Checklist of Required Schedules (continueg) 


20a Did the organization operate one or more hospital facilities? If "Yes," complete Schedule H. O |20a| | X 
b If "Yes" to line 20a, did the organization attach a copy of its audited financial statements to this retum? ss 20b| | 
21 Did the organization report more than $5,000 of grants or other assistance to any domestic organization or Gel _| 
domestic government on Part IX, column (A), line 1? If "Yes," complete Schedule I, Pati land h X 
Did the organization report more than $5,000 of grants or other assistance to or for domestic individuals on bel, | 
Part IX, column (A), line 2? If "Yes," complete Schedule |, Parts land Ill — — EENS ge x 
23 Did the organization answer "Yes" to Part VII, Section A, line 3, 4, or 5 about compensation of the organization's current 
and former officers, directors, trustees, key employees, and highest compensated employees? If "Yes," complete 
Schedule J 


24a Did the organization have a tax-exempt bond issue with an outstanding principal amount of more than $100,000 as of the 
last day of the year, that was issued after December 31, 2002? /f "Yes," answer lines 24b through 24d and complete 








Schedule KAE PRADO E x 
b Did the organization invest any proceeds of tax-exempt bonds beyond a temporary period exception? = === 24b] | 
c Did the organization maintain an escrow account other than a refunding escrow at any time during the year to defease al | 
ANY TAXEXEMPUDONES ? aars AAA ETR aeSeEH UA AI NAA APAA MPO ANANIA MAU ENEE INE 
d Did the organization act as an “on behalf of" issuer for bonds outstanding at any time during the year? Wat 24a] ` 
25a Section 501(c)(3), 501(c)(4), and 501(c)(29) organizations. Did the organization engage in an excess benefit Gel ` 
transaction with a disqualified person during the year? If "Yes," complete Schedule L, Part] ee x 
b Is the organization aware that it engaged in an excess benefit transaction with a disqualified person in a prior year, and al 
that the transaction has not been reported on any of the organization's prior Forms 990 or 990-EZ? If "Yes," complete 
SOLE (a T EG X 
26 Did the organization report any amount on Part X, line 5, 6, or 22 for receivables from or payables to any current or "Ë 
former officers, directors, trustees, key employees, highest compensated employees, or disqualified persons? If "Yes," 
complete Schedule L, Pat lA X 
27 Did the organization provide a grant or other assistance to an officer, director, trustee, key employee, substantial aa 
contributor or employee thereof, a grant selection committee member, or to a 35% controlled entity or family member 
of any of these persons? If "Yes," complete Schedule L, Parti! x I a... X 
28 Was the organization a party to a business transaction with one of the following parties (see Schedule L, Part IV 
instructions for applicable filing thresholds, conditions, and exceptions): 
a A current or former officer, director, trustee, or key employee? If "Yes," complete Schedule L, Pat IV 1 aa, 28a X 
b A family member of a current or former officer, director, trustee, or key employee? If "Yes," complete Schedule L, Part IV 28b] | X 
c An entity of which a current or former officer, director, trustee, or key employee (or a family member thereof) was an officer, KA ` 
director, trustee, or direct or indirect owner? If "Yes," complete Schedule L,ParttIV X 1 U X 
29 Did the organization receive more than $25,000 in non-cash contributions? If "Yes," complete Schedule M ` 2 | | x 
30 Did the organization receive contributions of art, historical treasures, or other similar assets, or qualified conservation kel | 
E i YORE," STN EE X 
31 Did the organization liquidate, terminate, or dissolve and cease operations? ell 
Sf Yes)" Colnipiate E X 
32 Did the organization sell, exchange, dispose of, or transfer more than 25% of its net assets?/f "Yes," complete el. 
SSC naL AE E X 
Did the organization own 100% of an entity disregarded as separate from the organization under Regulations ER 
sections 301.7701-2 and 301.7701-3? If "Yes," complete Schedule R, Pat! e x 
Was the organization related to any tax-exempt or taxable entity? If "Yes," complete Schedule R, Part Il, Ill, or IV, and belle 
EE eege 
35a Did the organization have a controlled entity within the meaning of section 512(b)(13)? 
b If "Yes" to line 35a, did the organization receive any payment from or engage in any transaction with a controlled entity = g 
within the meaning of section 512(b)(13)? If "Yes," complete Schedule R, Part V,line2 — I a, x 
36 Section 501(c)(3) organizations. Did the organization make any transfers to an exempt non-charitable related organization? Gel | 
EEG COC UA NN X 
37 Did the organization conduct more than 5% of its activities through an entity that is not a related organization al 
and that is treated as a partnership for federal income tax purposes? If "Yes," complete Schedule R, Part Wa 37 X 
38 Did the organization complete Schedule O and provide explanations in Schedule O for Part VI, lines 11b and 19? 
Note. All Form 990 filers are required to complete ScheduleO___ (J 0 aaa 
Form 990 (2016) 
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Form 990 (2016 CREATIVE COMMONS CORPORATION 04-3585301 page5 
[Part V] Statements Regarding Other IRS Filings and Tax Compliance 


Check if Schedule O contains a response or note to any line in this Pan E 

No 
ta Enter the number reported in Box 3 of Form 1096. Enter -0- if not applicable ss la 8 
b Enter the number of Forms W-2G included in line 1a. Enter -0- if not applicable ss  ., qd | Ü 


c Did the organization comply with backup withholding rules for reportable payments to vendors and reportable gaming 
(gambling) winnings to prize winners? IAA 
2a Enter the number of employees reported on Fom we 3, Transmittal of Wage and Tax Statements; 
filed for the calendar year ending with or within the year covered by this return ` 2a 
b If at least one is reported on line 2a, did the organization file all required federal employment tax returns? | 
Note. If the sum of lines 1a and 2a is greater than 250, you may be required to e-file (see instructions) 
3a Did the organization have unrelated business gross income of $1,000 or more during the year? x 
b If "Yes," has it filed a Form 990-T for this year? If "No," to line 3b, provide an explanation in Schedule O 
4a At any time during the calendar year, did the organization have an interest in, or a signature or other authority over, a 
financial account in a foreign country (such as a bank account, securities account, or other financial account)? 
b If "Yes," enter the name of the foreign country: > CANADA 
See instructions for filing requirements for FinCEN Form 114, Report of Foreign Bank and Financial Accounts (FBAR). 
5a Was the organization a party to a prohibited tax shelter transaction at any time during the tax year? 


b Did any taxable party notify the organization that it was or is a party to a prohibited tax shelter transaction? 
c If "Yes," to line 5a or 5b, did the organization file Form 8886-T? AA WA R qu a Qa aa 
6a Does the organization have annual gross receipts that are normally greater than $1 00,000, and did the organization solicit wl 


bai >< 





any contributions that were not tax deductible as charitable contributions? EE EES X 
b If "Yes," did the organization include with every solicitation an express statement that such contributions or e gifts fal | 
were not tax deductible? x II UI II aa, 
7 Organizations that may receive deductible contributions under section 170(c). DS 
a Did the organization receive a payment in excess of $75 made partly as a contribution and partly for goods and services provided to the payor? | 7a x 
b If "Yes," did the organization notify the donor of the value of the goods or services provided? (U U, 
c Did the organization sell, exchange, or otherwise dispose of tangible personal property for which it was required eT 
nt WE EEN x 
d If "Yes," indicate the number of Forms 8282 filed duringthe year... ........................ 7d Cam 
e Did the organization receive any funds, directly or indirectly, to pay premiums on a personal benefit contract? == 7e X 
f Did the organization, during the year, pay premiums, directly or indirectly, on a personal benefit contract? === ni X 
g Ifthe organization received a contribution of qualified intellectual property, did the organization file Form 8899 as required? ` 17g | | 
h If the organization received a contribution of cars, boats, airplanes, or other vehicles, did the organization file a Form 1098-C? | 7h | | 


8 Sponsoring organizations maintaining donor advised funds. Did a donor advised fund maintained by the 
sponsoring organization have excess business holdings at any time during the year? xC. UJU a. 
9 Sponsoring organizations maintaining donor advised funds. TIE 
a Did the sponsoring organization make any taxable distributions under section 4966? 
b Did the sponsoring organization make a distribution to a donor, donor advisor, or related person? 


10 Section 501(c)(7) organizations. Enter: 

a Initiation fees and capital contributions included on Part VIII, line 12 ` eure | AOE 

b Gross receipts, included on Form 990, Part VIII, line 12, for public use of club facilities a qo | 
11 Section 501(c)(12) organizations. Enter: 


a Gross income from members or shareholders iia 


b Gross income from other sources (Do not net amounts due or paid to other sources against ‘el | 
amounts due or received from them.) ss Uu sur Iusur Isa a aa... 
12a Section 4947(a)(1) non-exempt charitable trusts. Is the organization filing Form 990 in lieu of Form 1041? 
b If "Yes," enter the amount of tax-exempt interest received or accrued during the year .................- 12b 
13 Section 501(c)(29) qualified nonprofit health insurance issuers. 
a ls the organization licensed to issue qualified health plans in more than one state? 
Note. See the instructions for additional information the organization must report on Schedule o 
b Enter the amount of reserves the organization is required to maintain by the states in which the 
organization is licensed to issue qualified health plans 
c Enter the amount of reserves on hand 
14a Did the organization receive any payments for indoor tanning services during the tax year? 
b If "Yes," has it filed a Form 720 to report these payments? If "No," provide an explanation in Schedule O 






Form 990 (2016) 
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Form 990 (2016 CREATIVE COMMONS CORPORATION 04-3585301 Page6 
| Part VI | Governance, Management, and Disclosure For each "Yes" response to lines 2 through 7b below, and for a "No" response 
to line 8a, 8b, or 10b below, describe the circumstances, processes, or changes in Schedule O. See instructions. 






















ta Enter the number of voting members of the governing body at the end of the tax year ss 
If there are material differences in voting rights among members of the governing body, or if the governing 
body delegated broad authority to an executive committee or similar committee, explain in Schedule 0. 
b Enter the number of voting members included in line 1a, above, who are independent ` 
2 Did any officer, director, trustee, or key employee have a family relationship or a business relationship with any other 
officer, director, trustee, or key employee? x... I, 
3 Did the organization delegate control over management duties customarily performed by or under the direct supervision 
of officers, directors, or trustees, or key employees to a management company or other person? 
4 Did the organization make any significant changes to its governing documents since the prior Form 990 was filed? 
Did the organization become aware during the year of a significant diversion of the organization’s assets? 
6 Did the organization have members or stockholders? U I UU U. 
7a Did the organization have members, stockholders, or other persons who had the power to elect or appoint one or 
Tore members‘ ofthe goveritig Dodgy?) eebe ee ege EES 
b Are any governance decisions of the organization reserved to (or subject to approval by) members, stockholders, or 
HersonsiGiner Dette EERSTEN 
8 Did the organization contemporaneously document the meetings held or written actions undertaken during the year by the following: 
a. se OVEN aan accel EE 
b Each committee with authority toactonbehalffofthegovemingbody?...............................----.----22222222222222222222222222222222-- 
9 |Isthere any officer, director, trustee, or key employee listed in Part VII, Section A, who cannot be reached at the 
organization's mailing address? If "Yes," provide the names and addresses in Schedule O 


a 





10a Did the organization have local chapters, branches, or affiliates? 
b If "Yes," did the organization have written policies and procedures governing the activities of such chapters, affiliates, 
and branches to ensure their operations are consistent with the organization's exempt purposes? o a. 
11a Has the organization provided a complete copy of this Form 990 to all members of its governing body before filing the form? 
b Describe in Schedule O the process, if any, used by the organization to review this Form 990. 
12a Did the organization have a written conflict of interest policy? If "No," go to line 13 
b Were officers, directors, or trustees, and key employees required to disclose annually interests that could give rise to conflicts? Ee 
c Did the organization regularly and consistently monitor and enforce compliance with the policy? /f "Yes," describe 
in Schedule O how this was done 


15 Did the process for determining compensation of the following persons See? a review and approval by independent 
persons, comparability data, and contemporaneous substantiation of the deliberation and decision? 
a The organization's CEO, Executive Director, or top management official 
Re OaS OF Key GMPIOVESS OF ME OLGA ZANT AA. 
If "Yes" to line 15a or 15b, describe the process in Schedule O (see instructions). 
16a Did the organization invest in, contribute assets to, or participate in a joint venture or similar arrangement with a 
taxable entity during the year? oc cccccceccucvavvavvavesvevssvsavissiecieesevacasvacvavsuvsaesevacseesavsevesesevitvaevaveeevevvavvevseveeees 
b If"Yes," did the organization follow a written policy or procedure requiring the organization to evaluate its participation 
in joint venture arrangements under applicable federal tax law, and take steps to safeguard the organization's 
exempt status with respect to such arrangements? 
Section C. Disclosure 
17 List the states with which a copy of this Form 990 is required to be filed P CA 
48 Section 6104 requires an organization to make its Forms 1023 (or 1024 if applicable), 990, and 990-T (Section 501(c)(3)s only) available 
for public inspection. Indicate how you made these available. Check all that apply. 
[X | Own website L] another's website [X | Upon request L_] other (explain in Schedule O) 
19 Describe in Schedule O whether (and if so, how) the organization made its governing documents, conflict of interest policy, and financial 
statements available to the public during the tax year. 
20 State the name, address, and telephone number of the person who possesses the organization's books and records: p> 


DIANE PETERS - (650) 294-4732 
PO BOX 1866, MOUNTAIN VIEW, CA 94042 
632006 11-11-16 Form 990 (2016) 
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Form 990 (2016 CREATIVE COMMONS CORPORATION 04-3585301  page7 
[Part Vil] Compensation of Officers, Directors, Trustees, Key Employees, Highest Compensated 

Employees, and Independent Contractors 

Check if Schedule O contains a response or note to any line in this Part VII 


Section A. Officers, Directors, Trustees, Key Employees, and Highest Compensated Employees 
1a Complete this table for all persons required to be listed. Report compensation for the calendar year ending with or within the organization's tax year. 
® List all of the organization's current officers, directors, trustees (whether individuals or organizations), regardless of amount of compensation. 
Enter -0- in columns (D), (E), and (F) if no compensation was paid. 
® List all of the organization's current key employees, if any. See instructions for definition of "key employee." 
@ List the organization’s five current highest compensated employees (other than an officer, director, trustee, or key employee) who received report- 
able compensation (Box 5 of Form W-2 and/or Box 7 of Form 1099-MISC) of more than $100,000 from the organization and any related organizations. 
® List all of the organization's former officers, key employees, and highest compensated employees who received more than $100,000 of 
reportable compensation from the organization and any related organizations. 
® List all of the organization's former directors or trustees that received, in the capacity as a former director or trustee of the organization, 
more than $10,000 of reportable compensation from the organization and any related organizations. 
List persons in the following order: individual trustees or directors; institutional trustees; officers; key employees; highest compensated employees; 
and former such persons. 


IS Check this box if neither the organization nor any related organization compensated any current officer, director, or trustee. 


(A) (B) (C) (D) (E) (F) 
Name and Title Average | ve not Be Se, on Reportable Reportable Estimated 


hours per | box, unless person is both an compensation compensation amount of 
week Officer end a cireptonrustee) from from related other 





(list any 3 ! the organizations compensation 
hours for |= z organization (W-2/1099-MISC) from the 
š š _ š (W-2/1099-MISC) organization 
HE Š E. and related 
š š 5 Ẹ š š organizations 
SIS s |2 == 
(1) MOLLY VAN HOUWELING 
CHAIRMAN "E 0. 
(2) CHRISTOPHER THORNE 
VICE CHAIRMAN Sege el | 0. 
(3) PAUL BREST 
BOARD MEMBER FY EB D. 
(4) RUTH OKEDIJI 
BOARD MEMBER uza Oh 0. 
(5) PAUL KELLER 
BOARD MEMBER aia 0. 
(6) TOM RUBIN 2.00 
BOARD MEMBER aaa ae D. 
(7) JONGSOO YOON | 2.00] 
BOARD MEMBER oo | HE 0. 
(8) BEN ADIDA 
BOARD MEMBER Ooo _ | PE 0. 
(9) RENATA AVILA 
BOARD MEMBER X BE 0. 
(10) CHRISTOPHER SPRIGMAN 
BOARD MEMBER fs _—_ Í EE 0. 
(11) KATHERINE SPELMAN 
BOARD MEMBER haw DR 0. 
(12) JOHNATHAN NIGHTINGALE | 2.001 
BOARD MEMBER ee: aa 0. 
(13) RYAN MERKLEY 
= | [xl 13,980. 
(14) DIANE PETERS 
GENERAL COUNSEL FY al d Man e 
(15) TREVOR SEETHALER | 40.001 
DIR. OF FINANCE eme) "E 6,405. 
(16) CABLE GREEN 
DIR, OF OPEN EDUCATION PY aaa 33,042. 
(17) SARAH PEARSON 
SENIOR COUNSEL e00 Ty 14,077. 
632007 11-11-16 Form 990 (2016) 
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Form 990 (2016 CREATIVE COMMONS CORPORATION 04-3585301 Page8 


Section A. Officers, Directors, Trustees, Key Employees, and Highest Compensated Employees (continued) 


(A) (B) (C) (D) (E) (F) 
Name and title Average echt Foston Wës Reportable Reportable Estimated 
hours per | box, unless person is both an compensation compensation amount of 
week Cigar and A ahaa from from related other 
(listany | š the organizations compensation 
hours for | 5 organization (W-2/1099-MISC) from the 
2 (W-2/1099-MISC) organization 
š and related 
E organizations 
(18) ERIC STEUER 
DIRECTOR OF CONTENT & COMMUNITY 13,943. 
1b Sub-total 90,570. 


c Total from continuation sheets to Part VII, Section A He O. 0. 

ET BA | ee ee 90,570. 

2 Total number of individuals (including but not limited to those listed above) who received more than $100,000 of reportable 
compensation from the organization >> 





3 Did the organization list any former officer, director, or trustee, key employee, or highest compensated employee on 
line 1a? If "Yes," complete Schedule J for such individual 

4 For any individual listed on line 1a, is the sum of reportable compensation and other compensation from the organization 
and related organizations greater than $150,000? If "Yes," complete Schedule J for such individual == l... 

5 Did any person listed on line 1a receive or accrue compensation from any unrelated organization or individual for services 
rendered to the organization? If "Yes," complete Schedule J for such person 

Section B. Independent Contractors 





1 Complete this table for your five highest compensated independent contractors that received more than $100,000 of compensation from 
the organization. Report compensation for the calendar year ending with or within the organization’s tax year. 


(A) (B) (C) 
Name and business address Description of services Compensation 


AFFINITY BRIDGE CONSULTING LTD., 710-207 
WEST HASTINGS STREET, VANCOUVER, BRITISH EBSITE DESIGN 103,000. 


2 Total number of independent contractors (including but not limited to those listed above) who received more than 
$100,000 of compensation from the organization 1 
Form 990 (2016) 
632008 11-11-16 
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Form 990 (2016 CREATIVE COMMONS CORPORATION 04-3585301 _Page 9 
| Part Vill | Statement of Revenue 





Check if Schedule O contains a response or note to any line in this Part VII U U, L 
A 3 L) 
Total revenue Related or Unrelated Revenue excluded 
exempt function business sections 
revenue revenue 512-514 


















zë OO OO D a 


Federated campaigns = i Aal ssid 
Membership dues ` fib] 
Fundraising events ` EN (el O 
Related organizations Ah | 
Government grants (contributions) e| 123,554. 
All other contributions, gifts, grants, and "| sg 
similar amounts not included above ` 12,441,433, 
g Noncash contributions included in lines 1a-1f: $ 
Total. Add lines 1a-1f ............... SE 12,564,987. 


Contributions, Gifts, Grants 
and Other Similar Amounts 


Program Service 
evenue 






















Total. Add lines 2a-2f o ll 5 sss 
4 Income from investment of tax- exempt bond proceeds 
Less: cost or other basis 


Investment income (including dividends, interest, and 

101, 101, 
Royalties 
and sales expenses 


All other program service revenue ` SE ee? 

other similar amounts) ` ` 

—— = | | 
c Gain or (loss) 





d Net gain or (loss) 















° 8 a Gross income from fundraising events (not Pp] of 
including $ of 
ë contributions reported on line 1c). See 
5 Part IV, line 18 ; 
Š b Less: direct expenses 
c Net income or (loss) from fundraising events `. 
9 a Gross income from gaming activities. See 
Part IV, line 19 
b Less: direct expenses == 
c Net income or (loss) from gaming activities `, 
10 a Gross sales of inventory, less returns 
and allowances ` 
11 a FOREIGN CURRENCY LOSSES a — 321. -1,321. 
b 
c —— aa. 
d All other revenue | iE j j l 1 
e Total. Add lines atid ................. aaa DL ad — | | 
32 Total revenue. See instructions. ` | 12,563,767] Of Oo SIEA 
632009 11-11-16 Form 990 (2016) 
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Form 990 (2016 CREATIVE COMMONS CORPORATION 04-3585301 page 10 
[Part IX] Statement of Functional Expenses 


Section 501(c)(3) and 501(c)(4) organizations must complete all columns. All other organizations must complete column (A). 





Check if Schedule O contains a response or note to any line in this Part x: EE 


Do not include amounts reported on lines 6b, Fun draisiig 
7b, 8b, 9b, and 10b of Part VIII. expenses general expenses expenses 
4 Grants and other assistance to domestic organizations E ` 
and domestic governments. See Part IV, line 21 
2 Grants and other assistance to domestic Qo 1 SSSu8aa Wa 
individuals. See Part IV, line22 — 


3 Grants and other assistance to foreign 
organizations, foreign governments, and foreign 
individuals. See Part IV, lines 15 and16 _ 449,628. 449,628. 


4 Benefits paid to orformembers l. LEE 
5 Compensation of current officers, directors, 

Ne MEO sanaaanll 137,531. 
6 Compensation not included above, to disqualified 


persons (as defined under section 4958(f)(1)) and 
persons described in section 4958(c)(3)(B) 


7 Other salaries and wages — 9,681. 
8 Pension plan accruals and contributions (include eee 

section 401(k) and 403(b) employer contributions) 61,637. 45,063. 8,140. 8,434. 

9 Other employee benefits |... 17,234. 

10 Payrolltaxes nco 12,277. 


11 Fees for services (non-employees): 
Management 


Legal 2,803] [| 203. 2,600. 


a 

b 

gj cS ee 35. 634. 26,200 4,573. 2,861. 
E: IAA Oooo WE | 

e 
f 
g 


Professional fundraising services. See Part IV, line 17] Il |] 


Investment management fees... 


| C | as 
Other. (If line 11g amount exceeds 10% of line 25, | eee sl snam mm. 
column (A) amount, list line 11g expenses on Sch 0.) 659,519. 530,137 44,094. 85,288. 
12 Advertising and promotion — 1,457. 
43 Office expenses aaa, 2,031. 
14 Information technology ` — 12,119. 
45 Royalties U aaa AAA 
ia. Comme ases] ea 680; 


47 Travel eegene ee 421,630. 306,940. 55,600. 59,090. 


48 Payments of travel or entertainment expenses 
for any federal, state, or local public officials 


19 Conferences, conventions, and meetings ` ` 46,395. 35,160. 5,447. 5,788. 
ee eg ee | 
Payments to affiliates 0... — ff j E fo | 


20 
21 
22 Depreciation, depletion, and amortization ` ` 
23 
24 


— C jj ee ees 
Insurance a, 58,929. 43,328. Tido. 8,038. 


Other expenses. Itemize expenses not covered 

above. (List miscellaneous expenses in line 24e. If line 
24e amount exceeds 10% of line 25, column (A) 
amount, list line 24e expenses on Schedule 0.) 


a BANKING/PAYROLL FEES 2,628. 
b TELEPHONE 1,209. 
e TRAINING 835. 
d TAXES | 4,4860) C C 0. _ 4,486. 0. 
e Allother expenses —— 9,131. 131.j £6,813. |— 1,073. 073. 1,245. 


Total functional expenses. Add lines 1 through 24e yy te 342,546. ey ee 608,085. ag et NES 393,686. 


25 

26 Joint costs. Complete this line only if the organization 
reported in column (B) joint costs from a combined 
educational campaign and fundraising solicitation. 
Check here IT if following SOP 98-2 (ASC 958-720) 


632010 11-11-16 Form 990 (2016) 
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Cash - non-interest-bearing 

Savings and temporary cash investments 

Pledges and grants receivable, net 

Accounts receivable, net 

Loans and other receivables from current and former officers, directors, 
trustees, key employees, and highest compensated employees. Complete 

Part Il of Schedule L 

Loans and other receivables from other disqualified persons (as defined under 
section 4958(f}(1)), persons described in section 4958(c)(3)(B), and contributing 
employers and sponsoring organizations of section 501(c)(9) voluntary 


2 employees’ beneficiary organizations (see instr). Complete Part Il of Sch L 
8 Notes and loans receivable, net 
< Inventories forsale or use ` ` 

Prepaid expenses and deferred charges. 

Land, buildings, and equipment: cost or other 

basis. Complete Part VI of Schedule D 

Less: accumulated depreciation 

Investments - publicly traded securities 

Investments - other securities. See Part IV, line 11 a. 

Investments - program-related. See Part IV, line 11 

Tax-exempt bond liabilities 

Escrow or custodial account liability. Complete Part IV of Schedule D 
9 Loans and other payables to current and former officers, directors, trustees, 
= key employees, highest compensated employees, and disqualified persons. 
& Complete Part II of ScheduleL ` ` 
a 


Secured mortgages and notes payable to unrelated third parties 
Unsecured notes and loans payable to unrelated third parties 

Other liabilities (including federal income tax, payables to related third 
parties, and other liabilities not included on lines 17-24). Complete Part X of 
Schedule D 


Organizations that follow SFAS 117 (ASC 958), check here p> 
complete lines 27 through 29, and lines 33 and 34. 

Unrestricted net assets i za 
Temporarily restricted net assets ` 
Permanently restricted net assets 

Organizations that do not follow SFAS 117 (ASC 958), check here > LI 
and complete lines 30 through 34. 

Capital stock or trust principal, or currentfunds ` Ges 
Paid-in or capital surplus, or land, building, or equipment fund. Bona i sates 
Retained earnings, endowment, accumulated income, or other funds 

Total net assets or fund balances 


Net Assets or Fund Balances 


632011 11-11-16 
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(A) 
Beginning of year 


| 1,000,796. 4 | 
RS RECH 
521,889.| 3 | 


| 45 | 

1,562, 336.| 16 | 
248, 959.| 17 | 
pt 


248 ,959.| 26 | 


aaa 


T,098,914.| 28 | 
e Lë 


RECH 
T,313,377-| 33 | 
1,562,336.| 34 | 


(B) 
End of year 
Ü 19 0 , + O 7 . 


ENNER e ES 


72,934. 
4,867. 
3,840. 


10,820,243. 
283,416. 


283,416. 


8,853,262. 
1, 683;,565. 


10,536 821. 
10,820,243. 
Form 990 (2016) 
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Form 990 (2016 CREATIVE COMMONS CORPORATION 04-3585301 page 12 
[Part XI] Reconciliation of Net Assets 


Check if Schedule O contains a response or note to any line in this Part XI lll l a la abanwa [X] 
1 Total revenue (must equal Part VIII, column (A), line TI L 12,563,767. 
2 Total expenses (must equal Part IX, column (A), line 25) ooo cece , 342,546. 
3 Revenue less expenses. Subtractline2fromlindi.................................................----------------- | 3 | 9,221, H 
4 Net assets or fund balances at beginning of year (must equal Part X, line 33, column (A)) ....................---------- | 4 | VII TH 
5 Net unrealized gains (losses) oninvestments (U a... | 5 | 1 , 283. 
6 Donated services and use of facilities (0 SE | 6 | 
7 Investment expenses SEELEN ENEE ENEE ee ENEE 
8 Prior period adjustments `. | 8 | 
9 Other changes in net assets or fund balances (explaininScheduleO) .................................---.-2.------------- | 9 | 946. 
10 Net assets or fund balances at end of year. Combine lines 3 through 9 (must equal Part X, line 33, F 
EO ` seess eessen WA MAA WA PA AA ESA EES EES 10 10,536,827. 
| Part XII] Financial Statements and Reporting 


Check if Schedule O contains a response or note to any line in this Part le 


1 Accounting method used to prepare the Form 990: LJ Cash Accrual L] Other 
If the organization changed its method of accounting from a prior year or checked "Other," explain in Schedule O. 
2a Were the organization's financial statements compiled or reviewed by an independent accountant? ss 
If "Yes," check a box below to indicate whether the financial statements for the year were compiled or reviewed on a 
separate basis, consolidated basis, or both: 
L_] Separate basis IS Consolidated basis HI Both consolidated and separate basis 
b Were the organization's financial statements audited by an independent accountant? U (((((( 
If "Yes," check a box below to indicate whether the financial statements for the year were audited on a separate basis, 
consolidated basis, or both: 
Separate basis Ka Consolidated basis CJ Both consolidated and separate basis 
c If "Yes" to line 2a or 2b, does the organization have a committee that assumes responsibility for oversight of the audit, 
review, or compilation of its financial statements and selection of an independent accountant? = a... 
If the organization changed either its oversight process or selection process during the tax year, explain in Schedule O. 
3a As a result of a federal award, was the organization required to undergo an audit or audits as set forth in the Single Audit 
Act and OMB Circular A-1337 
b If "Yes," did the organization undergo the required audit or audits? If the organization did not undergo the required audit 
or audits, explain why in Schedule O and describe any steps taken to undergo such audits -aaa 





Form 990 (2016) 


632012 11-11-16 


12 
12581027 759146 18410 2016.04030 CREATIVE COMMONS CORPORATIO 184101 


SCHEDULE A š š š OMB No. 1545-0047 
Sa ME Eá Public Charity Status and Public Support 
Complete if the organization is a section 501(c)(3) organization or a section 20 1 6 
4947(a)(1) nonexempt charitable trust. 


Department of the Treasury p. Attach to Form 990 or Form 990-EZ. Open to Public 
interne) Rovere Service >> Information about Schedule A (Form 990 or 990-EZ) and its instructions is at Www.irs.gov/form990. Inspection 
Name of the organization Employer identification number 
CREATIVE COMMONS CORPORATION 04-3585301 

| Part I | Reason for Public arity Status (All organizations must complete this part.) See instructions. 
The organization is not a private foundation because it is: (For lines 1 through 12, check only one box.) 

1 A church, convention of churches, or association of churches described in section 170(b)(1)(A)(i). 

2 A school described in section 170(b)(1)(A){ii). (Attach Schedule E (Form 990 or 990-EZ).) 

3 A hospital or a cooperative hospital service organization described in section 170(b)(1)(A)(iii). 

4 A medical research organization operated in conjunction with a hospital described in section 170(b)(1)(A)(iii). Enter the hospital’s name, 

city, and state: 
5 An organization operated for the benefit of a college or university owned or operated by a governmental unit described in 


section 170(b)(1)(A)(iv). (Complete Part Il.) 
A federal, state, or local government or governmental unit described in section 170(b){1)(A)(v). 
An organization that normally receives a substantial part of its support from a governmental unit or from the general public described in 
section 170(b)(1)(A)(vi). (Complete Part II.) 
A community trust described in section 170(b)(1)(A)(vi). (Complete Part II.) 
An agricultural research organization described in section 170(b)(1)(A){ix) operated in conjunction with a land-grant college 
or university or a non-land-grant college of agriculture (see instructions). Enter the name, city, and state of the college or 
university: 
An organization that normally receives: (1) more than 33 1/3% of its support from contributions, membership fees, and gross receipts from 
activities related to its exempt functions - subject to certain exceptions, and (2) no more than 33 1/3% of its support from gross investment 
income and unrelated business taxable income (less section 511 tax) from businesses acquired by the organization after June 30, 1975. 
See section 509(a)(2). (Complete Part III.) 
11 O An organization organized and operated exclusively to test for public safety. See section 509(a)(4). 
12 L] An organization organized and operated exclusively for the benefit of, to perform the functions of, or to carry out the purposes of one or 
more publicly supported organizations described in section 509(a)(1) or section 509(a)(2). See section 509(a)(3). Check the box in 
lines 12a through 12d that describes the type of supporting organization and complete lines 12e, 12f, and 12g. 
a Ca Type I. A supporting organization operated, supervised, or controlled by its supported organization(s), typically by giving 
the supported organization(s) the power to regularly appoint or elect a majority of the directors or trustees of the supporting 
organization. You must complete Part IV, Sections A and B. 
b LJ Type ll. A supporting organization supervised or controlled in connection with its supported organization(s), by having 
control or management of the supporting organization vested in the same persons that control or manage the supported 
organization(s). You must complete Part IV, Sections A and C. 
c si Type Ill functionally integrated. A supporting organization operated in connection with, and functionally integrated with, 
its supported organization(s) (see instructions). You must complete Part IV, Sections A, D, and E. 
d LJ Type lll non-functionally integrated. A supporting organization operated in connection with its supported organization(s) 
that is not functionally integrated. The organization generally must satisfy a distribution requirement and an attentiveness 
requirement (see instructions). You must complete Part IV, Sections A and D, and Part V. 
e LJ Check this box if the organization received a written determination from the IRS that it is a Type |, Type Il, Type III 
functionally integrated, or Type III non-functionally integrated supporting organization. 
f Enter the number of supported organizations 
Provide the following information about the supported organization(s). 


(i) Name of supported |= | (iii) Type of organization (v) Amount of monetary (vi) Amount of other 
organization (described on lines 1-10 support (see instructions) | support (see instructions) 
9 above (see instructions, | Yes | No | pport ( Se? 


oo FD D 


10 





Total © eee SS 


LHA For Paperwork Reduction Act Notice, see the Instructions for Form 990 or 990-EZ. 632021 09-21-16 Schedule A (Form 990 or 990-EZ) 2016 
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2016 CREATIVE COMMONS CORPORATION 
Organizations 
(Complete only if you checked the box on line 5, 7, or 8 of Part | or if the organization failed to qualify under Part Ill. If the organization 
fails to qualify under the tests listed below, please complete Part III.) 


Section A. Public Support 


Calendar year (or fiscal year beginning in) >> (f) Total 


1 Gifts, grants, contributions, and 
membership fees received. (Do not 
include any “unusual grants.") 1,075,644, 4,232,527. 2,912,901. 1,955,427. 12. 115 359. 22,291,858. 


2 Tax revenues levied for the organ 


ization's benefit and either paid to 
or expended on its behalf = 


3 The value of services or facilities 


furnished by a governmental unit to 
the organization without charge ` ` 
4 Total. Add lines 1 through3 — 1,075,644.) 4232,527.| 2,912,901.) 1,955,427.| 12,115,359.| 22,291,858. 


5 The portion of total contributions 
by each person (other than a 
governmental unit or publicly 
supported organization) included 
on line 1 that exceeds 2% of the 
amount shown on line 11, 
column (f) ` 


Schedule A Form 990 or 990- 04- 3585301 Page 2 









MI 17,312,806, 
6 Public sup port. Subtract line 5 from line 4. 4,979,052, 


Section B. Total Support 


Calendar year (or fiscal year beginning in) p> a) 2012 b) 2013 c) 2014 d) 2015 e) 2016 Total 
7 Amounts fromline4 72,291,858, 


8 Gross income from interest 


dividends, payments received on 
securities loans, rents, royalties 
and income from similar sources __ Sak 63. 87. 313% 101. 595. 
9 Net income from unrelated business 
activities, whether or not the 
business is regularly carried on ` ` 
10 Other income. Do not include gain 


or loss from the sale of capital 

assets (Explain in Part VI.) U 32), 212 2; 468. -3, 674. -1, 321... 35,945. 
11 Total support. Add lines 7 through 10 === 22,328, 398. 
13 First five years. If the Form 990 is for the organization’s first, second, third, fourth, or fifth tax year as a section 501(c)(3) 
Organization, CHEGCTRIS BOX: AIG SHO) TOR _......................................u ENEE EH 










14 Public support percentage for 2016 (line 6, column (f) divided by line 11, column (OU 
15 Public support percentage from 2015 Schedule A, Part ll,line14 y U a. 
16a 33 1/3% support test - 2016. If the organization did not check the box on line 13, and line 14 is 33 1/3% € or more, check this box and 
stop here. The organization qualifies as a publicly supported organization ` ` a ` EJ 
b 33 1/3% support test - 2015. If the organization did not check a box on line 13 or 16a, and line 15 is is 33 1/3% <ç or more, , check this box 
and stop here. The organization qualifies as a publicly supported organization EES 
17a 10% -facts-and-circumstances test - 2016. If the organization did not check a box on line 13, 16a, or '16b, ‘and line 14i is 10% or more, 
and if the organization meets the “facts-and-circumstances" test, check this box and stop here. Explain in Part VI how the organization 
meets the "facts-and-circumstances" test. The organization qualifies as a publicly supported organization ZE E > 
b 10% -facts-and-circumstances test - 2015. If the organization did not check a box on line 13, 16a, 16b, or 17a, and line 15 is 10% or 
more, and if the organization meets the "facts-and-circumstances" test, check this box and stop here. Explain in Part VI how the 
organization meets the "facts-and-circumstances" test. The organization qualifies as a publicly supported organization == 
18 Private foundation. If the organization did not check a box on line 13, 16a, 16b, 17a, or 17b, check this box and see instructions _ 
Schedule A (Form 990 or 990-EZ) 2016 
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2016 CREATIVE COMMONS CORPORATION 
Organizations 


Schedule A Form 990 or 990- 04-3585301 pages 









(Complete only if you checked the box on line 10 of Part | or if the organization failed to qualify under Part Il. If the organization fails to 
ualify under the tests listed below, please complete Part Il. 
Section A. Public Support 
Calendar year (or fiscal year beginning in) > 
1 Gifts, grants, contributions, and 
membership fees received. (Do not 
include any “unusual grants.") 
2 Gross receipts from admissions, 
merchandise sold or services per- 
formed, or facilities furnished in 


any activity that is related to the 
organization's tax-exempt purpose 


3 Gross receipts from activities that 
are not an unrelated trade or bus- 
iness under section 513 


4 Tax revenues levied for the organ- 
ization’s benefit and either paid to 
or expended on its behalf 


5 The value of services or facilities 
furnished by a governmental unit to 
the organization without charge 

6 Total. Add lines 1 through 5 ......... 

7a Amounts included on lines 1, 2, and 
3 received from disqualified persons 

b Amounts included on lines 2 and 3 received 
from other than disqualified persons that 


exceed the greater of $5,000 or 1% of the 
amount on line 13 for the year 


c Add lines 7a and 7b 





(f) Total 
9 Amounts from line 6 


10a Gross income from interest, 
dividends, payments received on 
securities loans, rents, royalties 
and income from similar sources ` 


b Unrelated business taxable income 
(less section 511 taxes) from businesses 
acquired after June 30, 1975 


c Add lines 10a and 10b 


activities not included in line 10b, 
whether or not the business is 
regularly carriedon = 


12 Other income. Do not include gain 
or loss from the sale of capital 
assets (Explain in Part VI.) --------- 

13 Total support. (aad lines 9, 10c, 11, and 12.) 


14 First five years. If the Form 990 is for the organization’s first, second, third, fourth, or fifth tax year as a section 501(c)(3) organization, 
check this box and stop here 

Section C. Computation of Public Support Percentage 

15 Public support percentage for 2016 (line 8, column (f) divided by line 13, column OU 

16 Public support percentage from 2015 Schedule A, Part Ill, line 15 ' 

Section D. Computation of Investment Income Percentage 

17 Investment income percentage for 2016 (line 10c, column (f) divided by line 13, column (f)) 

18 Investment income percentage from 2015 Schedule A, Part III, line 17 O 

19a 33 1/3% support tests - 2016. If the organization did not check the box on line 14, and line 15 is more than 33 1/3%, and line 17 is not 











% 
% 








more than 33 1/3% , check this box and stop here. The organization qualifies as a publicly supported organization == E 
b 33 1/3% support tests - 2015. If the organization did not check a box on line 14 or line 19a, and line 16 is more than 33 1/3%, and 
line 18 is not more than 33 1/3%, check this box and stop here. The organization qualifies as a publicly supported organization ` b IS 
20 Private foundation. If the organization did not check a box on line 14, 19a, or 19b, check this box and see instructions 
632023 09-21-16 Schedule A (Form 990 or 990-EZ) 2016 
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(Complete only if you checked a box in line 12 on Part |. If you checked 12a of Part |, complete Sections A 

and B. If you checked 12b of Part |, complete Sections A and C. If you checked 12c of Part I, complete 

Sections A, D, and E. If you checked 12d of Part 1, complete Sections A and D, and complete Part V. 
Section A. All Supporting Organizations 





1 Are all of the organization's supported organizations listed by name in the organization's governing 
documents? /f "No," describe in Part VI how the supported organizations are designated. If designated by il 
class or purpose, describe the designation. If historic and continuing relationship, explain. 
2 Did the organization have any supported organization that does not have an IRS determination of status 
under section 509(a)(1) or (2)? If "Yes," explain in Part VI how the organization determined that the supported ER 
organization was described in section 509(a)(1) or (2). 
3a Did the organization have a supported organization described in section 501(c)(4), (5), or (6)? If "Yes," answer EDN 
(b) and (c) below. 
b Did the organization confirm that each supported organization qualified under section 501(c)(4), (5), or (6) and DNE 
satisfied the public support tests under section 509(a)(2)? /f "Yes," describe in Part VI when and how the 
organization made the determination. 
c Did the organization ensure that all support to such organizations was used exclusively for section 170(c)(2)(B) CEN 
purposes? /f "Yes," explain in Part VI what controls the organization put in place to ensure such use. 
4a Was any supported organization not organized in the United States ("foreign supported organization")? If FEN 
"Yes," and if you checked 12a or 12b in Part I, answer (b) and (c) below. 
b Did the organization have ultimate control and discretion in deciding whether to make grants to the foreign 
supported organization? If "Yes," describe in Part VI how the organization had such control and discretion KS 
despite being controlled or supervised by or in connection with its supported organizations. 
c Did the organization support any foreign supported organization that does not have an IRS determination 
under sections 501(c)(3) and 509(a)(1) or (2)? /f "Yes," explain in Part VI what controls the organization used 
to ensure that all support to the foreign supported organization was used exclusively for section 170(c)(2)(B) 
purposes. 4c 
5a Did the organization add, substitute, or remove any supported organizations during the tax year? If "Yes," 
answer (b) and (c) below (if applicable). Also, provide detail in Part VI, including (i) the names and EIN 
numbers of the supported organizations added, substituted, or removed; (ii) the reasons for each such action; 
(iii) the authority under the organization's organizing document authorizing such action; and (iv) how the action 
was accomplished (such as by amendment to the organizing document). 
b Type | or Type ll only. Was any added or substituted supported organization part of a class already am 
designated in the organization's organizing document? 
c Substitutions only. Was the substitution the result of an event beyond the organization's control? | te | | 
6 Did the organization provide support (whether in the form of grants or the provision of services or facilities) to 
anyone other than (i) its supported organizations, (ii) individuals that are part of the charitable class 
benefited by one or more of its supported organizations, or (iii) other supporting organizations that also 
support or benefit one or more of the filing organization’s supported organizations? /f "Yes," provide detail in 
Part VI. 
7 Did the organization provide a grant, loan, compensation, or other similar payment to a substantial contributor 
(defined in section 4958(c)(3)(C)), a family member of a substantial contributor, or a 35% controlled entity with 
regard to a substantial contributor? If "Yes," complete Part | of Schedule L (Form 990 or 990-EZ). 7 
8 Did the organization make a loan to a disqualified person (as defined in section 4958) not described in line 7? FEN 
If "Yes," complete Part I of Schedule L (Form 990 or 990-EZ). 
9a Was the organization controlled directly or indirectly at any time during the tax year by one or more 
disqualified persons as defined in section 4946 (other than foundation managers and organizations described 
in section 509(a)(1) or (2))? If "Yes," provide detail in Part VI. 
b Did one or more disqualified persons (as defined in line 9a) hold a controlling interest in any entity in which gem 
the supporting organization had an interest? /f "Yes," provide detail in Part VI. 
c Did a disqualified person (as defined in line 9a) have an ownership interest in, or derive any personal benefit FEN 
from, assets in which the supporting organization also had an interest? /f "Yes," provide detail in Part VI. 
10a Was the organization subject to the excess business holdings rules of section 4943 because of section 
4943(f) (regarding certain Type II supporting organizations, and all Type III non-functionally integrated 
supporting organizations)? /f "Yes," answer 10b below. 
b Did the organization have any excess business holdings in the tax year? (Use Schedule C, Form 4720, to gramm 
determine whether the organization had excess business holdings. 
632024 09-21-16 Schedule A (Form 990 or 990-EZ) 2016 
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Schedule A (Form 990 or 990-EZ) 2016 CREATIVE COMMONS CORPORATION 04-3585301 pages 
| Part IV | Supporting Organizations /continueg 


11 Has the organization accepted a gift or contribution from any of the following persons? 
a A person who directly or indirectly controls, either alone or together with persons described in (b) and (c) 
below, the governing body of a supported organization? 
b A family member of a person described in (a) above? 
c A35% controlled entity of a person described in (a) or (b) above?/f "Yes" to a, b, or c, provide detail in Part VI. 
Section B. Type | Supporting Organizations 


1 Did the directors, trustees, or membership of one or more supported organizations have the power to 
regularly appoint or elect at least a majority of the organization's directors or trustees at all times during the 
tax year? If "No," describe in Part VI how the supported organization(s) effectively operated, supervised, or 
controlled the organization's activities. If the organization had more than one supported organization, 
describe how the powers to appoint and/or remove directors or trustees were allocated among the supported 
organizations and what conditions or restrictions, if any, applied to such powers during the tax year. 

2 Did the organization operate for the benefit of any supported organization other than the supported 
organization(s) that operated, supervised, or controlled the supporting organization? If "Yes," explain in 
Part VI how providing such benefit carried out the purposes of the supported organization(s) that operated, 
supervised, or controlled the supporting organization. 


Section C. Type Il Supporting Organizations 


1 Were a majority of the organization's directors or trustees during the tax year also a majority of the directors 
or trustees of each of the organization's supported organization(s)? If "No," describe in Part VI how control 
or management of the supporting organization was vested in the same persons that controlled or managed 
the supported organization(s). 

Section D. All Type Ill Supporting Organizations 


1 Did the organization provide to each of its supported organizations, by the last day of the fifth month of the 
organization's tax year, (i) a written notice describing the type and amount of support provided during the prior tax 
year, (ii) a copy of the Form 990 that was most recently filed as of the date of notification, and (iii) copies of the 
organization’s governing documents in effect on the date of notification, to the extent not previously provided? 

2 Were any of the organization’s officers, directors, or trustees either (i) appointed or elected by the supported 
organization(s) or (ii) serving on the governing body of a supported organization? If "No," explain in Part VI how 
the organization maintained a close and continuous working relationship with the supported organization(s). 

3 By reason of the relationship described in (2), did the organization's supported organizations have a 
significant voice in the organization’s investment policies and in directing the use of the organization's 
income or assets at all times during the tax year? If "Yes," describe in Part VI the role the organization's 
supported organizations played in this regard. 

Section E. Type Ill Functionally Integrated Supporting Organizations 

1 Check the box next to the method that the organization used to satisfy the Integral Part Test during the yea(see instructions). 

a L The organization satisfied the Activities Test. Complete line 2 below. 

b The organization is the parent of each of its supported organizations. Complete line 3 below. 

c | il The organization supported a governmental entity. Describe in Part VI how you supported a government entity (see instructions). 

2 Activities Test. Answer (a) and (b) below. 

a Did substantially all of the organization's activities during the tax year directly further the exempt purposes of 
the supported organization(s) to which the organization was responsive? /f "Yes," then in Part VI identify 
those supported organizations and explain how these activities directly furthered their exempt purposes, 
how the organization was responsive to those supported organizations, and how the organization determined 
that these activities constituted substantially all of its activities. 

b Did the activities described in (a) constitute activities that, but for the organization's involvement, one or more 
of the organization's supported organization(s) would have been engaged in? If "Yes," explain in Part VI the 
reasons for the organization's position that its supported organization(s) would have engaged in these 
activities but for the organization's involvement. 

3 Parent of Supported Organizations. Answer (a) and (b) below. 

a Did the organization have the power to regularly appoint or elect a majority of the officers, directors, or 
trustees of each of the supported organizations? Provide details in Part VI. 

b Did the organization exercise a substantial degree of direction over the policies, programs, and activities of each 

of its supported organizations? /f "Yes," describe in Part VI the role played by the organization in this regard. 
632025 09-21-16 Schedule A (Form 990 or 990-EZ) 2016 
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Schedule A (Form 990 or 990- 2016 CREATIVE COMMONS CORPORATION 04-3585301 Page 6 

Part V | Type Ill Non-Functionally Integrated 509(a)(3) Supporting Organizations 

|__| Check here if the organization satisfied the Integral Part Test as a qualifying trust on Nov. 20, 1970 (explain in Part VI.) See instructions. All 
other Type Ill non-functionally integrated supporting organizations must complete Sections A through E. 








Section A - Adjusted Net Income (A) Prior Year (B) ees 
Net short-term capital gain 

Recoveries of prior-year distributions 

Other gross income (see instructions 

Add lines 1 through 3 

Depreciation and depletion 

Portion of operating expenses paid or incurred for production or 
collection of gross income or for management, conservation, or 
maintenance of property held for production of income (see instructions 
7 Other expenses (see instructions 

8 Adjusted Net Income (subtract lines 5, 6, and 7 from line 4 


SIA IIIA 


(B) Current Year 


Section B - Minimum Asset Amount (A) Prior Year (optional) 


1 Aggregate fair market value of all non-exempt-use assets (see 
instructions for short tax year or assets held for part of year): 
a Average monthly value of securities 
b Average monthly cash balances 
c Fair market value of other non-exempt-use assets 
d Total (add lines 1a, 1b, and 1c 
e Discount claimed for blockage or other 
factors (explain in detail in Part VI): 
2 Acquisition indebtedness applicable to non-exempt-use assets 
3 Subtract line 2 from line 1d 
4 Cash deemed held for exempt use. Enter 1-1/2% of line 3 (for greater amount, 
see instructions 
Net value of non-exempt-use assets (subtract line 4 from line 3 
Multiply line 5 by .035 
Recoveries of prior-year distributions 
Minimum Asset Amount (add line 7 to line 6 


COIN |D m 


Section C - Distributable Amount Current Year 


Adjusted net income for prior year (from Section A, line 8, Column A 
Enter 85% of line 1 

Minimum asset amount for prior year (from Section B, line 8, Column A 
Enter greater of line 2 or line 3 

Income tax imposed in prior year 

Distributable Amount. Subtract line 5 from line 4, unless subject to 
emergency temporary reduction (see instructions 


© |a| |O |N |= 


7 L | Check here if the current year is the organization's first as a non-functionally integrated Type Ill supporting organization (see 
instructions). 
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Part V | Type Ill Non-Functionally Integrated 509(a)(3) Supporting Organizations (continueg 
Section D - Distributions Current Year 

1 Amounts paid to supported organizations to accomplish exempt purposes 

2 Amounts paid to perform activity that directly furthers exempt purposes of supported 

organizations, in excess of income from activit 

3 Administrative expenses paid to accomplish exempt purposes of supported organizations 

4 Amounts paid to acquire exempt-use assets 

5 Qualified set-aside amounts (prior IRS approval required 

6 Other distributions (describe in Part VI). See instructions 

7 Total annual distributions, Add lines 1 through 6 

8 Distributions to attentive supported organizations to which the organization is responsive 

provide details in Part VI). See instructions 

9 Distributable amount for 2016 from Section C, line 6 

10 Line 8 amount divided by Line 9 amount 
(i) (ii) (iii) 

Section E - Distribution Allocations (see instructions) Keen: De ee SE Se 





1 Distributable amount for 2016 from Section C, line 6 
Underdistributions, if any, for years prior to 2016 (reason- 
able cause required- explain in Part VI). See instructions 

3 Excess distributions carryover, if any, to 2016: 


From 2014 
From 2015 
Total of lines 3a through e 
g Applied to underdistributions of prior years 
h Applied to 2016 distributable amount 
i Carryover from 2011 not applied (see instructions 
j Remainder. Subtract lines 3g, 3h, and 3i from 3f. 
4 Distributions for 2016 from Section D, 
line 7: $ 
a Applied to underdistributions of prior years 
b Applied to 2016 distributable amount 
c Remainder. Subtract lines 4a and 4b from 4 
5 Remaining underdistributions for years prior to 2016, if 
any. Subtract lines 3g and 4a from line 2. For result greater 
than zero, explain in Part VI. See instructions 
6 Remaining underdistributions for 2016. Subtract lines 3h 
and 4b from line 1. For result greater than zero, explain in 
Part VI. See instructions 
7 Excess distributions carryover to 2017. Add lines 3j 
and 4c 
8 Breakdown of line 7: 


a 
b 
c From 2013 
d 
e 
f 


Excess from 2013 
Excess from 2014 
Excess from 2015 
Excess from 2016 


© ja |0 |o jv 
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Form 990 or 990-EZ) 2016 CREATIVE COMMONS CORPORATION 04-3585301 pages 


Supplemental Information. Provide the explanations required by Part II, line 10; Part II, line 17a or 17b; Part III, line 12; 
Part IV, Section A, lines 1, 2, 3b, 3c, 4b, 4c, 5a, 6, 9a, 9b, 9c, 11a, 11b, and 11c; Part IV, Section B, lines 1 and 2; Part IV, Section C, 
line 1; Part IV, Section D, lines 2 and 3; Part IV, Section E lines 1c, 2a, 2b, 3a, and 3b; Part V, line 1; Part V, Section B, line 1e; Part V, 
Section D, lines 5, 6, and 8; and Part V, Section E, lines 2, 5, and 6. Also complete this part for any additional information. 

(See instructions.) 





Schedule A 
D Y 





SCHEDULE A, PART II, LINE 10, EXPLANATION FOR OTHER INCOME: 
OTHER INCOME 

2012 AMOUNT: Š 31,862. 

2013 AMOUNT: $ 7,812. 


2014 AMOUNT: Š 634. 


FOREIGN CURRENCY G/L 


2012 AMOUNT: $ 350. 


2013 AMOUNT: $ =L 552. 
2014 AMOUNT: Š 1,834. 
2015 AMOUNT: $ -3,674. 
2016 AMOUNT: $ -1;321. 


PART II, SECTION C, LINE 17A, FACTS AND CIRCUMSTANCES TEST: 

REG. SEC. 1.170A-9(F) (3) (II) 

CREATIVE COMMONS CORPORATION ("THE ORGANIZATION") IS AN ORGANIZATION THAT 
MAINTAINS A CONTINUOUS AND BONA FIDE PROGRAM FOR SOLICITATION OF FUNDS 
FROM THE GENERAL PUBLIC AND COMMUNITY. DURING 2016, THE ORGANIZATION 
EXPENDED $423,380 OR 14.55% OF TOTAL FUNCTIONAL EXPENSES, ON FUNDRAISING 


ACTIVITIES. 


REG. SEC. 1.170A-9(F) (3) (III) (A) 
THE ORGANIZATION NORMALLY RECEIVES PUBLIC SUPPORT FROM THE GENERAL PUBLIC 


ABOVE 10% AS REQUIRED UNDER REG. SEC. 1.170A-9(F)(3)(I). 


REG. SEC. 1.170A-9(F) (3) (III) (B) 


632028 09-21-16 Schedule A (Form 990 or 990-EZ) 2016 
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Form 990 or 990-EZ) 2016 CREATIVE COMMONS CORPORATION 04-3585301 Pages 


Supplemental Information. Provide the explanations required by Part Il, line 10; Part Il, line 17a or 17b; Part Ill, line 12; 

Part IV, Section A, lines 1, 2, 3b, 3c, 4b, 4c, 5a, 6, 9a, 9b, 9c, 11a, 11b, and 11c; Part IV, Section B, lines 1 and 2; Part IV, Section C, 
line 1; Part IV, Section D, lines 2 and 3; Part IV, Section E lines 1c, 2a, 2b, 3a, and 3b; Part V, line 1; Part V, Section B, line 1e; Part V, 
Section D, lines 5, 6, and 8; and Part V, Section E, lines 2, 5, and 6. Also complete this part for any additional information. 

(See instructions.) 





THE ORGANIZATION RECEIVES SUPPORT FROM REPRESENTATIVE NUMBER OF PERSONS. 


REG. SEC. 1.170A-9(F) (3) (III) (C) 


THE ORGANIZATION HAS A GOVERNING BODY WHICH REPRESENTS THE BROAD INTERESTS 


OF THE PUBLIC. 
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Schedule B (Form 990, 990-EZ, or 990-PF) (2016) Page 4 
Name of organization Employer identification number 


CREATIVE COMMONS COREORATION, 





04-3585301 
attotal more than $1, or 
the year from any one contributor. conics COW (a) through (e) and the following line entry. For See 
completing Part Ill, enter the total of exclusively religious, charitable, etc., contributions of $1,000 or less for the year. (Enter this info. once.) 
Use duplicate copies of Part lil if additional space is needed. 


Een (b) Purpose of gift (c) Use of gift (d) Description of how gift is held 


(e) Transfer of gift 


Transferee’s name, address, and ZIP + 4 Relationship of transferor to transferee 


from (b) Purpose of gift (c) Use of gift (d) Description of how gift is held 


(e) Transfer of gift 


Transferee’s name, address, and ZIP + 4 Relationship of transferor to transferee 


rom (b) Purpose of gift (c) Use of gift (d) Description of how gift is held 


(e) Transfer of gift 


Transferee’s name, address, and ZIP + 4 Relationship of transferor to transferee 


from (b) Purpose of gift (c) Use of gift (d) Description of how gift is held 


(e) Transfer of gift 


Transferee’s name, address, and ZIP + 4 Relationship of transferor to transferee 
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SCHEDULE C Political Campaign and Lobbying Activities Goreng 


F 990 or 990-EZ 

(Form ge ) For Organizations Exempt From Income Tax Under section 501(c) and section 527 20 1 6 
UE > Complete if the organization is described below. P> Attach to Form 990 or Form 990-EZ. o to Public 
Internal Revenue Senica | B Information about Schedule C (Form 990 or 990-EZ) and its instructions is at www.irs.gov/form990. allel ae 





If the organization answered "Yes," on Form 990, Part IV, line 3, or Form 990-EZ, Part V, line 46 (Political Campaign Activities), then 
® Section 501(c)(3) organizations: Complete Parts I-A and B. Do not complete Part LC 
® Section 501(c) (other than section 501(c)(3)) organizations: Complete Parts LA and C below. Do not complete Part I-B. 
® Section 527 organizations: Complete Part I-A only. 
If the organization answered "Yes," on Form 990, Part IV, line 4, or Form 990-EZ, Part VI, line 47 (Lobbying Activities), then 
® Section 501(c)(3) organizations that have filed Form 5768 (election under section 501 (h)): Complete Part IA Do not complete Part II-B. 
® Section 501(c)(3) organizations that have NOT filed Form 5768 (election under section 501(h)): Complete Part II-B. Do not complete Part II-A. 
If the organization answered "Yes," on Form 990, Part IV, line 5 (Proxy Tax) (see separate instructions) or Form 990-EZ, Part V, line 35c (Proxy 
Tax) (see separate instructions), then 





® Section 501(c)(4), (5), or (6) organizations: Comp 
Name of organization 








Employer identification number 


04-3585301 





CREATIVE COMMONS CORPORATION 






1 Provide a description of the organization’s direct and indirect political campaign activities in Part IV. 
2 Political campaign activity expenditures ...................................... cca YI Ps 


3 Volunteer hours for political campaign activities 





Part I-B| Complete if the organization is exempt under section 501(c)(3). 


1 Enter the amount of any excise tax incurred by the organization undersection4955 sss ' Ps 
2 Enter the amount of any excise tax incurred by organization managers under section 4955 sss Ps 
3 If the organization incurred a section 4955 tax, did it file Form 4720 forthis year? ss U UU a, LI Yes L_] No 
Wa ee EEN eege C] Yes C] No 
b If "Yes," describe in Part IV. 
| Part LC omplete if the organization is exempt under section 501(c), except section 501(c)(3). 
1 Enter the amount directly expended by the filing organization for section 527 exempt function activities ` rs 
Enter the amount of the filing organization’s funds contributed to other organizations for section 527 
exempt function activities ........................ ——— E >s 
3 Total exempt function expenditures. Add lines 1 and 2. Enter here and on Form 1120-POL, 
line 17b Ps 


4 Did the filing organization file Form 1120-POL for this year? = Yes = No 


made payments. For each organization listed, enter the amount paid from the filing organization's funds. Also enter the amount of political 
contributions received that were promptly and directly delivered to a separate political organization, such as a separate segregated fund ora 
political action committee (PAC). If additional space is needed, provide information in Part IV. 


(a) Name (b) Address (d) Amount paid from (e) Amount of political 
filing organization's | contributions received and 
funds. If none, enter -0-. promptly and directly 
delivered to a separate 
political organization. 
If none, enter -0-. 





For Paperwork Reduction Act Notice, see the Instructions for Form 990 or 990-EZ. Schedule C (Form 990 or 990-EZ) 2016 
LHA 
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m 990 or 990-EZ) 2016 CREATIVE COMMONS CORPORATION 
omplete if the organization is exempt under section 
section 501(h)). 


if the filing organization belongs to an affiliated group (and list in Part IV each affiliated group member's name, address, EIN, 
expenses, and share of excess lobbying expenditures). 
B Check P> L_] if the filing organization checked box A and "limited control" provisions apply. 


04-3585301 Page2 







Schedule C (For 


| Part N-A] 


A Check > 

















(a) Filing (b) Affiliated group 


Limits on Lobbying Expenditures organization's totals 


(The term "expenditures" means amounts paid or incurred.) 


totals 





eee 


1a Total lobbying expenditures to influence public opinion (grass roots lobbying) 


b Total lobbying expenditures to influence a legislative body (direct lobbying) = st o| 420.) 
c Total lobbying expenditures (add lines 1a and 1b) 


e | 
f Lobbying nontaxable amount. Enter the amount from the following table in both columns. 
$175,000 plus 10% of the excess over $1.000,000 








g Grassroots nontaxable amount (enter 25% of line 1f) 
h Subtract line 1g from line 1a. If zero or less, enter -0- 


i Subtract line 1f from line 1c. If zero or less, enter-O- H: 


j If there is an amount other than zero on either line 1h or line 1i, did the organization file Form 4720 
EE [C] Yes [C] No 
4-Year Averaging Period Under section 501(h) 


reporting section 4911 tax for this year? 
(Some organizations that made a section 501(h) election do not have to complete all of the five columns below. 
See the separate instructions for lines 2a through 2f.) 








Lobbying Expenditures During 4-Year Averaging Period 


Calend 
= fsa year begin i ° " 
2a Lobbying nontaxable amount 410,319. 345,485. 268312. 259,286. 1,283 402. 
b Lobbying ceiling amount 
(150% of line 2a, column(e)) 
d Grassroots nontaxable amount 102,580. Me liar 67,078. 64,822. 243,192. 
e Grassroots ceiling amount 
(150% of line 2d, column (e)) 364 S 788. 
f Grassroots lobbying expenditures 1,844. 378. 3,570. 


Schedule C (Form 990 or 990-EZ) 2016 


1,925 103. 
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Schedule C Form 990 or 990-EZ) 2016 CREATIVE COMMONS CORPORATION 
omplete if the organization is exempt under section 
(election under section 501(h)). 


04- 3585301 Page 3 










For each "Yes," response on lines Ta through Ti below, provide in Part IV a detailed description a. ae (b) 
of the lobbying activity. 


1 During the year, did the filing organization attempt to influence foreign, national, state or 
local legislation, including any attempt to influence public opinion on a legislative matter 
or referendum, through the use of: 
Ve AA E A EEN , = 


Paid staff or management (include compensation in expenses reported on lines 1c through 1i)? 
Media advertisements? 


Amount 





ZO — o Oo D D 
= 
2 
= 
Q 
a 
Bi 
° 
3 
° 
3 
o 
° 
kb 
a 
bo 
© 
= 
s 
8 
o 
° 
= 
+ 
ei 
bi 
v 
E 
= 
[zi 
Ki 


Rallies, demonstrations, seminars, Peer" o speeches, kawa or any similar means? 
i Other activities? 


j Total. Add lines je through Ti uu 





2a Did the activities in line 1 cause the organization to be not described in section 501(c)(3)?_ — - 3 | | 
b If "Yes," enter the amountofanytakincurredundersection4912...................................-......... cllk 
c If "Yes," enter the amount of any tax incurred by organization managers under section 4912 


d_lf the filing organization incurred a section 4912 tax, did it file Form 4720 for this year? 
Part III-A| Complete if the organization is exempt under section 501(c)(4), section 501(c)(5), or section 
501(c)(6). 








1 Were substantially all (90% or more) dues received nondeductible by members? 
2 Did the organization make only in-house lobbying expenditures of $2,000 or less? 
3 Did the organization agree to car 


over lobb ing and political campaign activit expenditures from the prior eai? 





501(c)(6) and if either (a) BOTH Part III-A, lines 1 and 2, are answered "No," OR (b) Part III-A, line 3, is 
answered "Yes." 
1 Dues, assessments and similar amounts from members ` ve UU. ade | 4 | 
Section 162(e) nondeductible lobbying and political expenditures (do not include amounts of political 
expenses for which the section 527(f) tax was paid). 
a Current year 


Carryover from last year ` 


| 2b | 
E SEO ven ENEE, | 2c | 
| 3 | 
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4 If notices were sent and the amount on line 2c exceeds the amount on line 3, what portion of the excess 
does the organization agree to carryover to the reasonable estimate of nondeductible lobbying and political 
WI AA ees 
5 Taxable amount of lobbying and political expenditures (see instructions) _ 
PartIV | Supplemental Information 
Provide the descriptions required for Part I-A, line 1; Part I-B, line 4; Part I-C, line 5; Part II-A (affiliated group list); Part II-A, lines 1 and 2 (see 
instructions); and Part II-B, line 1. Also, complete this part for any additional information. 





Schedule C (Form 990 or 990-EZ) 2016 
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e e OMB No. 1545-0047 

SCHEDULE D Supplemental Financial Statements 

(Form 990) P> Complete if the organization answered "Yes" on Form 990, 20 1 6 
Part IV, line 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11a, 11b, 11c, 11d, 11e, 11f, 12a, or 12b. 

Department of the Treasury > Attach to Form 990. Open to Public 

internal Revenue Service Information about Schedule D (Form 990) and its instructions is at www.irs.gov/form990. Inspection 


Name of the organization Employer identification number 


CREATIVE COMMONS CORPORATION 04-3585301 
Partl | Organizations Maintaining Donor Advised Funds or Other Similar Funds or Accounts.Complete if the 
organization answered "Yes" on Form 990, Part IV, line 6. 


(a) Donor advised funds (b) Funds and other accounts 





Total number at end of year ` 
Aggregate value of contributions to (during year) 
Aggregate value of grants from (during year) 
Aggregate value at end of year ` 
Did the organization inform all donors and donor advisors in writing that the assets held in donor advised funds 
are the organization's property, subject to the organization's exclusive legal control? ..............................-..-----...-.--....... =m Yes C] No 
6 Did the organization inform all grantees, donors, and donor advisors in writing that grant funds can be used only 
for charitable purposes and not for the benefit of the donor or donor advisor, or for any other purpose conferring 
LEDESCH ee L_] Yes Ü] No 
Part H | Conservation Easements. Complete if the organization answered "Yes" on Form 990, Part IV, line 7. 
1 Purpose(s) of conservation easements held by the organization (check all that apply). 
Preservation of land for public use (e.g., recreation or education) Preservation of a historically important land area 
Protection of natural habitat C] Preservation of a certified historic structure 
E] Preservation of open space 
2 Complete lines 2a through 2d if the organization held a qualified conservation contribution in the form of a conservation easement on the last 
day of the tax year. Held at the End of the Tax Year 
Total number of conservation easements 





akon A 








Number of conservation easements included in (c) acquired after 8/17/06, and not on a historic structure 
listed i ie AL OCIS SI... 

3 Number of conservation easements modified, transferred, released, extinguished, or terminated by the organization during the tax 
year p> 

4 Number of states where property subject to conservation easement is located > 

5 Does the organization have a written policy regarding the periodic monitoring, inspection, handling of 
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violations, and enforcement of the conservation easements it holds? sss a... DS Ü | Yes C] No 
6 Staff and volunteer hours devoted to monitoring, inspecting, handling of violations, and enforcing conservation easements during the year 

p _ 
7 Amount of expenses incurred in monitoring, inspecting, handling of violations, and enforcing conservation easements during the year 

> $ 
8 Does each conservation easement reported on line 2(d) above satisfy the requirements of section 170(h)(4)(B)(i) 

TTT aa ae L_tJyes [Cno 


9 In Par XIII, describe how the organization reports conservation easements in its revenue and expense statement, and balance sheet, and 
include, if applicable, the text of the footnote to the organization's financial statements that describes the organization's accounting for 
conservation easements. 

| Part Ill | Organizations Maintaining Collections of Art, Historical Treasures, or Other Similar Assets. 
Complete if the organization answered "Yes" on Form 990, Part IV, line 8. 





ta Ifthe organization elected, as permitted under SFAS 116 (ASC 958), not to report in its revenue statement and balance sheet works of art, 
historical treasures, or other similar assets held for public exhibition, education, or research in furtherance of public service, provide, in Part XIII, 
the text of the footnote to its financial statements that describes these items. 

b If the organization elected, as permitted under SFAS 116 (ASC 958), to report in its revenue statement and balance sheet works of art, historical 
treasures, or other similar assets held for public exhibition, education, or research in furtherance of public service, provide the following amounts 
relating to these items: 

(i) Revenue included on Form 990, Part VIII, line 1 
(li). Assets Inckided in| FON 990, PREX: EELER 

2 If the organization received or held works of art, historical treasures, or other similar assets for financial gain, provide 
the following amounts required to be reported under SFAS 116 (ASC 958) relating to these items: 

a Revenue included on Form 990, Part VIII, line 1 p $ 





Assets included in Form 990. Part X . . BEE gen 
LHA For Paperwork Reduction Act Notice, see the Instructions tot Form 990. Schedule D (Form 990) 2016 
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Schedule D (Form 990) 2016 CREATIVE COMMONS CORPORATION 04-3585301 Page 2 
Organizations Maintaining Collections of Art, Historical Treasures, or Other Similar AssetsS(continued) 
3 Using the organization's acquisition, accession, and other records, check any of the following that are a significant use of its collection items 
(check all that apply): 
a =m! Public exhibition q L_] Loan or exchange programs 
b si Scholarly research e LJ Other 
c LJ Preservation for future generations 
4 Provide a description of the organization's collections and explain how they further the organization’s exempt purpose in Part XIII. 
5 During the year, did the organization solicit or receive donations of art, historical treasures, or other similar assets 
to be sold to raise funds rather than to be maintained as part of the organization `s collection? Ü  ( ((( Emi Yes LI No 


Escrow and Custodial Arrangements. Complete if the organization answered "Yes" on Form 990, Part IV, line 9, or 
reported an amount on Form 990, Part $, line 21. 









ja Is the organization an agent, trustee, custodian or other intermediary for contributions or other assets not included 
on Form 990, Part X? LJ Yes = No 


b If "Yes," explain the arrangement in Part XIII and complete the following table: 











Amount 
RIUM VME UU uu ec ENEE 
Additions during the year ............................ 

Distributions during the year 


+ Oo 


ta Beginning of year balance 
b Contributions ` 
c Net investment earnings, gains, and losses 
d Grants or scholarships 
e Other expenditures for facilities 
BO PIOGI AS: AAE 
f Administrative expenses 
g Endofyearbalance uuu u au. 
2 Provide the estimated percentage of the current year end balance (line 1g, column (a)) held as: 
a Board designated or quasi-endowment j> % 
b Permanent endowment > % 
c Temporarily restricted endowment >> % 
The percentages on lines 2a, 2b, and 2c should equal 100%. 
3a Are there endowment funds not in the possession of the organization that are held and administered for the organization 
by: 
(i) unrelated organizations 
(ü) TROESCH EAR 
b H "Yes" on line 3a(ii), are the related organizations listed as required on Schedule R? 


4 Describe in Part XIII the intended uses of the organization's endowment funds. 
[Part VI ] Land, Buildings, and Equipment. 


Complete if the organization answered "Yes" on Form 990, Part IV, line 11a. See Form 990, Part X, line 10. 


Description of property (a) Cost or other (b) Cost or other (c) Accumulated (d) Book value 
basis (investment) basis (other) depreciation 





da Land 


fe 
Ne EEN Led 5,079. 212. 4,867. 
Rame) 


Total. Add lines 1a through 1e. (Column (d) must equal Form 990, Part X, column (B), line 10cC.).................................-....- 4 ` 867. 
Schedule D (Form 990) 2016 
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Schedule D (Form 990) 2016 CREATIVE COMMONS CORPORATION 04-3585301 Page 3 
[Part Vil] Investments - Other Securities. 


Complete if the organization answered "Yes" on Form 990, Part IV, line 11b. See Form 990, Part X, line 12. 
(a) Description of security or category (including name of security) (b) Book value (c) Method of valuation: Cost or end-of-year market value 


(3) Other 
A 


B 
C 
D 


G 


H 
Total. (Col. (b) must equal Form 990, Part X, col. (B) line 1238 | | 
| Part VIII| Investments - Program Related. 


Complete if the organization answered "Yes" on Form 990, Part IV, line 11c. See Form 990, Part X, line 13. 


(a) Description of investment (c) Method of valuation: Cost or end-of-year market value 
(1 — C | 
2) E | 
(3 Kl 
4 ee 
5 Es 
6 Re 
7 Po 
8 
9 KE 
Total. (Col. (b) must equal Form 990, Part X, col. (B) line 133 | | 


| Part IX| Other Assets. 


Complete if the organization answered “Yes" on Form 990, Part IV, line 11d. See Form 990, Part X, line 15. 
(a) Description (b) Book value 
(1) 
(2 
3 
4 
(5 


9 


Total. (Column b) must equal Form 990, Part X, Col. (line 15.) .........ccccccccccccccsssceccececciscsssscsevecssssseccsssvsssesecsevsvsssssesveces 
| Part X | Other Liabilities. 


Complete if the organization answered "Yes" on Form 990, Part IV, line 11e or 11f. See Form 990, Part X, line 25. 


4. (a) Description of liability (b) Book value 


1) Federal income taxes 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8 


9 
Total. (Column (b) must equal Form 990, Part X, col. (B) line 25.) 
2. Liability for uncertain tax positions. In Part XIII, provide the text of the footnote to the organization's financial statements that reports the 
organization's liability for uncertain tax positions under H 0). Check here if the text of the footnote has been provided in Part XIII 
Schedule D (Form 990) 2016 
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Schedule D (Form 990) 2016 CREATIVE COMMONS CORPORATION 04-3585301 Gage d 
Reconciliation of Revenue per Audited Financial Statements With Revenue per Return. 
Complete if the organization answered "Yes" on Form 990, Part IV, line 12a. 





















Total revenue, gains, and other support per audited financial statements 
Amounts included on line 1 but not on Form 990, Part VIII, line 12: 
a Net unrealized gains (losses) on investments 
b Donated services and use of facilities 
c Recoveries of prior year grants 
d 
e 


N — 


Other (Describe in Part XIII.) 
Add lines 2a through 2d 
3 Subtract line 2e from line 1 SEENEN 
4 Amounts included on Form 990, Part VIII, line 12, but not on line 1: 
a Investment expenses not included on Form 990, Part VIII, line 7b 
b Other (Describe in Part XIII.) 
G Gd eS AANA EREECHEN, 
Total revenue. Add lines 3 and 4c. (This must equal Form 990, Part I, line 12.) x a. 
Reconciliation of Expenses per Audited Financial Statements With Expenses per Return. 
Complete if the organization answered “Yes" on Form 990, Part IV, line 12a. 






1 Total expenses and losses per audited financial statements ` WEEN | 4 | 
Amounts included on line 1 but not on Form 990, Part IX, line 25: 

a Donated services and use of facilities ` [28 

b Prior year adjustments ` ere ease SSSR PROLOGIS 2| o 

c Otherlosses _ L Ee 2 | C O 

d Other (Describe in Part XIII.) Ee WA C | 

e Addlines2athrough2d ss. WEE SEET 
3 Subtract line Ze from ne"? | 3 | 


4 Amounts included on Form 990, Part IX, line 25, but not on line 1: 
a Investment expenses not included on Form 990, Part VIII, line 7b 


E ET EN Lal 
EK WI... 4c 
Total expenses. Add lines 3 and 4c. (This must e qual Form 990, Part L line 18.) _.............. sassa was asewsssasawssswswsssw<a | 5 | 


Part Xi Supplemental Information. 
Provide the descriptions required for Part Il, lines 3, 5, and 9; Part III, lines 1a and 4; Part IV, lines 1b and 2b; Part V, line 4; Part X, line 2; Part XI, 
lines 2d and 4b; and Part XII, lines 2d and 4b. Also complete this part to provide any additional information. 


PART X, LINE 2: 

CREATIVE COMMONS IS EXEMPT FROM INCOME TAXES UNDER INTERNAL REVENUE 
SECTION 501(C)(3). CREATIVE COMMONS QUALIFIES FOR THE CHARITABLE 
CONTRIBUTION DEDUCTION UNDER SECTION 170(B)(1)(A) AND HAS BEEN CLASSIFIED 
AS AN ORGANIZATION THAT IS NOT A PRIVATE FOUNDATION UNDER SECTION 


509(A)(1). 


CREATIVE COMMONS RECOGNIZES THE EFFECT OF INCOME TAX POSITIONS ONLY IF 
THOSE POSITIONS ARE MORE THAN NOT TO BE SUSTAINED. MANAGEMENT CONTINUOUSLY 
EVALUATES TAX POSITIONS REFLECTED IN THE CREATIVE COMMONS' TAX FILINGS AND 
DOES NOT BELIEVE THAT ANY MATERIAL UNCERTAIN TAX POSITIONS EXIST. 

632054 08-29-16 Schedule D (Form 990) 2016 
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Schedule D (Form 990) 2016 CREATIVE COMMONS CORPORATION 04-3585301 pages 
[Part Xi] Sup p lemental Information (continued) 
CREATIVE COMMONS' FEDERAL AND STATE INCOME TAX RETURNS ARE GENERALLY 


SUBJECT TO EXAMINATION BY FEDERAL AND STATE TAXING AUTHORITIES FOR THREE 
AND FOUR YEARS, RESPECTIVELY, AFTER FILING. 


Schedule D (Form 990) 2016 
632055 08-29-16 


35 


12581027 759146 18410 2016.04030 CREATIVE COMMONS CORPORATIO 184101 


SCHEDULE F Statement of Activities Outside the United States — 


(Form 990) P> Complete if the organization answered "Yes" on Form 990, Part IV, line 14b, 15, or 16. 20 1 6 


Department of the Treasury 


>> Attach to Form 990. Open to Public 


Internal Revenue Service >> Information about Schedule F (Form 990) and its instructions is at www.irs.gov/form990. Inspection 


Name of the organization 


CREATIVE COMMONS CORPORATION 


Employer identification number 





04-3585301 


Parti | General Information on Activities Outside the United States. Complete if the organization answered "Yes" on 


Form 990, Part IV, line 14b. 
For grantmakers. Does the organization maintain records to substantiate the amount of its grants and other assistance, 
the grantees' eligibility for the grants or assistance, and the selection criteria used to award the grants or assistance? 


[ yes [X] no 


For grantmakers. Describe in Part V the organization's procedures for monitoring the use of its grants and other assistance outside the 


United States. 
Activities per Region. (The following Part |, line 3 table can be duplicated if additional space is needed. 





(a) Region (b) Number of | (c) Number of | (d) Activities conducted in the region (e) If activity listed in (d) (f) Total 
offices ae on (by type) (such as, fundraising, pro- is a program service, e w mp 
in the region inde endent Igram services, investments, grants to describe specific type SAA 
in AL ses s recipients located in the region) of service(s) in the region in the region 
NORTH AMERICA - 
CANADA AND MEXICO, 
BUT NOT THE UNITED 
STATES 456,841, 
Sa Subtotal...) j #<i2 j =a 
sheets to Partl  —_ 0. 
and 3b) _ s 456,841. 
LHA For Paperwork Reduction Act Notice, see the Instructions for Form 990. Schedule F (Form 990) 2016 
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Schedule F (Form 990) 2016 CREATIVE COMMONS CORPORATION 04-3585301 Page4 
[Part iV] Foreig n Forms 


1 Was the organization a U.S. transferor of property to a foreign corporation during the tax year? If "Yes," the 

organization may be required to file Form 926, Return by a U.S. Transferor of Property to a Foreign 

Corporation (SG: INSTUCTOIS E C] Yes Ka No 
2 Did the organization have an interest in a foreign trust during the tax year? /f "Yes," the organization 

may be required to separately file Form 3520, Annual Return To Report Transactions With Foreign 

Trusts and Receipt of Certain Foreign Gifts, and/or Form 3520-A, Annual Information Return of Foreign 

Trust With a U.S. Owner (see Instructions for Forms 3520 and 3520-A; do not file with Form 990) ` ai [ yes LX] No 
3 Did the organization have an ownership interest in a foreign corporation during the tax year? If "Yes," 

the organization may be required to file Form 5471, Information Return of U.S. Persons With Respect To 

Certain Foreign Corporations (see Instructions for Form 5471) AA T N TLA [X] Yes =s No 
4 Was the organization a direct or indirect shareholder of a passive foreign investment company or a 

qualified electing fund during the tax year? If "Yes," the organization may be required to file Form 8621, 

Information Return by a Shareholder of a Passive Foreign Investment Company or Qualified Electing Fund 

(see Instructions forForm8621) U U occooosvessssssssseseesesevestisespuususeapipisiviststisiseesisieeepusee [ yes [X] no 
5 Did the organization have an ownership interest in a foreign partnership during the tax year? /f "Yes," 

the organization may be required to file Form 8865, Return of U.S. Persons With Respect to Certain 

Foreign Partnerships (see Instructions for Form 8865) ss I a. C] Yes Ka No 
6 Did the organization have any operations in or related to any boycotting countries during the tax year? /f 

"Yes," the organization may be required to separately file Form 5713, International Boycott Report (see 

Instructions for Form 5713; do not file with Form 990) LC Yes Cx] No 


Schedule F (Form 990) 2016 
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SCHEDULE J Compensation Information OMB No. 1545-0047 


(Form 990) For certain Officers, Directors, Trustees, Key Employees, and Highest 20 1 6 
Compensated Employees 
> Complete if the organization answered "Yes" on Form 990, Part IV, line 23. 


Department of the Treasury P Attach to Form 990. Open to Public 
Internal Revenue Service Information about Schedule J (Form 990) and its instructions is at www.irs.gov/form990. Inspection 
Name of the organization Employer identification number 
CREATIVE COMMONS CORPORATION 04-3585301 
PartI | Questions Regarding Compensation 
Yes | No 
ta Check the appropriate box(es) if the organization provided any of the following to or for a person listed on Form 990, 
Part VII, Section A, line 1a. Complete Part III to provide any relevant information regarding these items. 
C] First-class or charter travel i Housing allowance or residence for personal use 
ami Travel for companions L_] Payments for business use of personal residence 
Tax indemnification and gross-up payments SS Health or social club dues or initiation fees 
CJ Discretionary spending account LJ Personal services (such as, maid, chauffeur, chef) 
b If any of the boxes on line 1a are checked, did the organization follow a written policy regarding payment or 
reimbursement or provision of all of the expenses described above? If "No," complete Part III to plain... 
2 Did the organization require substantiation prior to reimbursing or allowing expenses incurred by all directors, am 
trustees, and officers, including the CEO/Executive Director, regardingtheitemscheckedonlnela?............................ 
3 Indicate which, if any, of the following the filing organization used to establish the compensation of the organization's 
CEO/Executive Director. Check all that apply. Do not check any boxes for methods used by a related organization to 
establish compensation of the CEO/Executive Director, but explain in Part III. 
[X | Compensation committee gl Written employment contract 
=s Independent compensation consultant Se Compensation survey or study 
Ka Form 990 of other organizations Ka Approval by the board or compensation committee 
4 During the year, did any person listed on Form 990, Part VII, Section A, line 1a, with respect to the filing 
organization or a related organization: 
a Receive a severance payment or change-of-control payment? U (UU I a a... x 
b Participate in, or receive payment from, a supplemental nonqualified retirement plan? UU U U U... eee b| | x 
c Participate in, or receive payment from, an equity-based compensation arrangement? ........................-----------------:-2::22:22---:--- lac | | x 
If "Yes" to any of lines 4a-c, list the persons and provide the applicable amounts for each item in Part Ill. 
Only section 501(c)(3), 501(c)(4), and 501(c)(29) organizations must complete lines 5-9. 
5 For persons listed on Form 990, Part VII, Section A, line 1a, did the organization pay or accrue any compensation 
contingent on the revenues of: 
DINNER wee DEENEN DEE 


If "Yes" on line 5a or 5b, describe in Part Ill. 
6 For persons listed on Form 990, Part VII, Section A, line 1a, did the organization pay or accrue any compensation 
contingent on the net earnings of: 


TT a ee ee x 
b Any related organization? eege el |X 
If "Yes" on line 6a or 6b, describe in Part Ill. 
7 For persons listed on Form 990, Part VII, Section A, line 1a, did the organization provide any nonfixed payments 
not described on lines 5 and 6? If "Yes," describe in Parti] G üü 7 x 
8 Were any amounts reported on Form 990, Part VII, paid or accrued pursuant to a contract that was subject to the am 
initial contract exception described in Regulations section 53.4958-4(a)(3)? If "Yes," describe in Parti} = a, X 
9 If "Yes" on line 8, did the organization also follow the rebuttable presumption procedure described in gem 
Regulations Section: DIAE EE 
LHA For Paperwork Reduction Act Notice, see the Instructions for Form 990. Schedule J (Form 990) 2016 
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CREATIVE COMMONS CORPORATION 
FORM 990, PART I, LINE 1, DESCRIPTION OF ORGANIZATION MISSION: 


CREATIVITY, SHARING, AND INNOVATION. 


OUR VISION IS NOTHING LESS THAN REALIZING THE FULL POTENTIAL OF THE 
INTERNET - UNIVERSAL ACCESS TO RESEARCH AND EDUCATION, FULL 
PARTICIPATION IN CULTURE - TO DRIVE A NEW ERA OF DEVELOPMENT, GROWTH, 


AND PRODUCTIVITY. 


FORM 990, PART III, LINE 1, DESCRIPTION OF ORGANIZATION MISSION: 

OUR VISION IS NOTHING LESS THAN REALIZING THE FULL POTENTIAL OF THE 
INTERNET - UNIVERSAL ACCESS TO RESEARCH AND EDUCATION, FULL 
PARTICIPATION IN CULTURE - TO DRIVE A NEW ERA OF DEVELOPMENT, GROWTH, 


AND PRODUCTIVITY. 


FORM 990, PART III, LINE 1, ORGANIZATION'S MISSION: 

CREATIVE COMMONS CORPORATION (CREATIVE COMMONS) IS A MASSACHUSETTS 
CHARITABLE CORPORATION THAT DEVELOPS, SUPPORTS, AND STEWARDS LEGAL AND 
TECHNICAL INFRASTRUCTURE THAT MAXIMIZES DIGITAL CREATIVITY, SHARING, 
AND INNOVATION. BECAUSE IT CAN BE EXPENSIVE AND BURDENSOME TO SECURE 
LEGAL PERMISSION TO USE A COPYRIGHTED WORK PUBLISHED TO THE WEB, 
CREATIVE COMMONS PROVIDES A SET OF FREE COPYRIGHT LICENSES AND PUBLIC 
DOMAIN TOOLS THAT ENABLE EVERYONE TO GRANT COPYRIGHT PERMISSIONS TO 
THEIR CREATIVE WORKS SO THAT THEY CAN BE LEGALLY USED BY OTHERS. 
CREATIVE COMMONS' PUBLIC DOMAIN TOOLS ALLOW CREATORS TO WAIVE ALL 
RIGHTS TO A WORK AND PLACE IT IN THE PUBLIC DOMAIN, OR TO MARK A WORK 


THAT IS ALREADY IN THE PUBLIC DOMAIN. 
LHA For Paperwork Reduction Act Notice, see the Instructions for Form 990 or 990-EZ. Schedule O (Form 990 or 990-EZ) (2016) 
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CREATIVE COMMONS CORPORATION 04-3585301 


CREATIVE COMMONS ENABLES SCIENTIFIC RESEARCH AND INNOVATION BY ENABLING 
OPEN ACCESS JOURNALS AND THE OPEN EXCHANGE OF SCIENTIFIC DATA. WHEN A 
CC LICENSE IS APPLIED TO A JOURNAL OR SCIENTIFIC DATA, THE JOURNAL AND 
DATA CAN BE FREELY REUSED BY OTHERS. CREATIVE COMMONS' LICENSES AND 
PUBLIC DOMAIN TOOLS ARE ALSO USED TO MAKE DATA AND DATABASES FREELY 
AVAILABLE. THE CCO PUBLIC DOMAIN DEDICATION TOOL IS USED TO REMOVE ALL 


COPYRIGHT RESTRICTIONS. 


CREATIVE COMMONS ALSO PROVIDES THE LEGAL INFRASTRUCTURE THAT POWERS 
OPEN EDUCATIONAL RESOURCES (OER). OER ARE FREE RESOURCES THAT ARE 
DEVELOPED BY INSTITUTIONS, COMMUNITIES, AND INDIVIDUALS TO FURTHER 
UNIVERSAL ACCESS TO EDUCATION. CREATIVE COMMONS' LICENSES ENABLE 
EDUCATIONAL MATERIALS TO BE TRANSLATED FOR USE AROUND THE WORLD. 
CREATIVE COMMONS IS ALSO DEVELOPING SOFTWARE AND METADATA STANDARDS TO 


IMPROVE SEARCH AND DISCOVERY OF EDUCATIONAL RESOURCES. 


CREATIVE COMMONS LICENSES AND TOOLS HAVE BEEN DEVELOPED IN CONSULTATION 
WITH LEGAL EXPERTS AND CREATIVE COMMONS AFFILIATE INSTITUTIONS IN OVER 
85 JURISDICTIONS. OVER 1 BILLION CREATIVE COMMONS-LICENSED WORKS HAVE 


BEEN PUBLISHED BY AUTHORS ON THE INTERNET. 


FORM 990, PART VI, SECTION A, LINE 4: 

CREATIVE COMMONS CORPORATION AMENDED ITS BY-LAWS ON JUNE 5,2016. 
APPOINTMENTS TO THE CHAIR AND VICE CHAIR OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS HAVE 
CHANGED FROM THREE-YEAR TERMS TO FOUR-YEAR TERMS, AND MAY BE EXTENDED ONCE 
FOR AN ADDITIONAL TWO-YEAR TERM UPON APPROVAL OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS. 
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Schedule O (Form 990 or 990- 2016) Page 2 
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CREATIVE COMMONS CORPORATION 04-3585301 
BOARD MEMBERS OTHER THAN THE CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER AND SECRETARY SHALL 
SERVE ONE TERM OF 4 YEARS, INSTEAD OF 3 YEARS, OR UNTIL THE DIRECTOR SOONER 
DIES, RESIGNS, IS REMOVED OR BECOMES DISQUALIFIED. THE CHIEF EXECUTIVE 
OFFICE WILL NOW SERVE AS A VOTING MEMBER OF THE BOARD, WHILE THE SECRETARY 
REMAINS AS A NON-VOTING DIRECTOR. TO ENSURE CONTINUITY OF POLICIES AND 
EXPERTISE, THE BOARD SHALL ASPIRE TO APPOINT ONE-FOURTH, NOT ONE-THRID, OF 
THE DIRECTORS EACH YEAR. AND THE DIRECTORS TERMS MAY BE EXTENDED ONCE FOR A 
DECREASED NUMBER OF TWO YEARS, FROM THREE, UPON THE INVITATION OF THE CHAIR 
AND THE APPROVAL OF THE BOARD. THESE AMENDMENTS TO BOARD OF DIRECTORS' 


TERMS AND APPOINTMENTS WERE THE ONLY CHANGES TO THE BYLAWS. THE REST OF THE 


BYLAWS REMAINED UNCHANGED. 


FORM 990, PART VI, SECTION B, LINE 11B: 
A DRAFT OF FORM 990 IS PRESENTED TO AND APPROVED BY THE AUDIT COMMITTEE AS 
THE DESIGNATED REPRESENTATIVE OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS. AFTER APPROVAL, A 


COPY OF FORM 990 IS GIVEN TO THE ENTIRE GOVERNING BOARD BEFORE FILING. 


FORM 990, PART VI, SECTION B, LINE 12C: 

BASED ON THE ANNUAL CONFLICT DISCLOSURE SURVEY, A LIST OF THE ENTITIES IN 
WHICH THE BOARD AND STAFF HAVE A FINANCIAL INTEREST IS POSTED ON TEAMSPACE 
WHERE IT CAN BE CHECKED BY COUNSEL AGAINST ANY NEW CONTRACTS/AGREEMENTS FOR 
POSSIBLE CONFLICTS. IT IS THE RESPONSIBILITY OF THE AUDIT COMMITTEE TO 
REVIEW THE RESULTS OF THE ANNUAL CONFLICTS QUESTIONNAIRE AND TO REVIEW ANY 
ALLEGED/ SUSPECTED CONFLICTS. COUNSEL ARE ALSO ALWAYS REVIEWING POTENTIAL 


CONFLICTS AS WELL. 


FORM 990, PART VI, SECTION B, LINE 15: 


AS EACH NEW EMPLOYEE WAS INITIALLY HIRED, AND WHEN RAISES WERE GRANTED, THE 
632212 08-25-16 Schedule O (Form 990 or 990-EZ) (2016) 
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CREATIVE COMMONS CORPORATION 04-3585301 
NEW WAGE WAS ASSESSED ON THE BASIS OF PAST PAYROLL EXPERIENCE. ALL 
POSITIONS HAVE UNDERGONE A COMPARISON SURVEY AT SOME POINT IN TIME, SO WE 
ONLY PERFORM NEW SURVEYS WHEN THE WAGE EXCEEDS EARLIER WAGE RANGES OR IS AN 
ENTIRELY NEW POSITION FOR WHICH WE HAVE NO DATA. FOR NEW, UNUSUAL 
COMPENSATIONS, OR FOR LOCATIONS WHERE WE HAVE NO EXPERIENCE, WE PERFORM A 
SURVEY USING VARIOUS ONLINE SITES, PAID SALARY SURVEY SOURCES AND FROM 


LITERATURE PROVIDED BY NONPROFIT TRADE ASSOCIATION DATABASES. 


FORM 990, PART VI, SECTION C, LINE 19: 
GOVERNING DOCUMENTS, CONFLICT OF INTEREST POLICY, AND FINANCIAL STATEMENTS 
ARE AVAILABLE ON THE ORGANIZATION'S WEBSITE AND UPON REQUEST FOR THE SAME 


PERIOD OF TIME SET FORTH IN SEC. 6104(D). 


FORM 990, PART IX, LINE 11G, OTHER FEES: 


PROJECT SUPPORT: 


PROGRAM SERVICE EXPENSES 23,628. 
MANAGEMENT AND GENERAL EXPENSES 0. 
FUNDRAISING EXPENSES 0. 
TOTAL EXPENSES 23,628. 


PROFESSIONAL SERVICES: 


PROGRAM SERVICE EXPENSES 487,240. 
MANAGEMENT AND GENERAL EXPENSES 0. 
FUNDRAISING EXPENSES 0. 
TOTAL EXPENSES 487,240. 


CONSULTING AND DESIGN: 


PROGRAM SERVICE EXPENSES 19,269. 
632212 08-25-16 Schedule O (Form 990 or 990-EZ) (2016) 
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Name of the organization Employer identification number 
CREATIVE COMMONS CORPORATION 04-3585301 
MANAGEMENT AND GENERAL EXPENSES 44,094. 
FUNDRAISING EXPENSES 85,288. 
TOTAL EXPENSES 148,651. 
TOTAL OTHER FEES ON FORM 990, PART IX, LINE 11G, COL A 659,519. 


FORM 990, PART XI, LINE 9, CHANGES IN NET ASSETS: 


CURRENCY CONVERSION DIFFERENCE 946. 


632212 08-25-16 Schedule O (Form 990 or 990-EZ) (2016) 
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